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December 2018 

The house where I grew up in Tiffin, Ohio was 
situated right next to our city park.  It was a 
beautiful park and one that in my youth I did not 
appreciate nearly enough.  Every Saturday, my 
best friend Laura and I would go “exploring”.  
We would pack a sack lunch and set out on a 
bold adventure that was actually only a 10 mi-
nute walk from her backyard.  But, to us, we 
might as well have been setting out on the Appa-
lachian Trail.   
At some point in our hike, we would come to a 
part of the trail that crossed a creek.  It was a 
shallow enough creek, but still an obstacle.  The 
first time we came upon it, we were sure that we 
could jump over it with no trouble at all.  So, we 
backed up a little, took a running leap—and 
landed squarely in the middle of the creek bed! 
With mud everywhere and egos bruised, we cut 
our adventure short that day and went back 
home to dry out and plan our strategy for the 
next time. 
After one too many attempts to unsuccessfully 
jump across the creek, we finally got smart. In-
stead of trying to jump the whole thing all at 
once, we started collecting nice flat sturdy rocks 
that we could lay side by side from where we 
were on one side to our preferred destination on 
the other side.   That way, we could take each 
step safely and be assured that we would reach 
our destination—dry and intact!  This is the les-
son that I believe God is teaching us as we plan 
bold new adventures for Cheviot UMC in 2019.  
I have learned over the years that God is a God 
of planning. While we plan a course, he is the 

one that establishes our steps.   He rarely asks us 
to take a bold leap without giving us the step by 
step guidance to make it to the other side suc-
cessfully. 
The Advent season stirs up in us a desire to 
reach new people with the message of salvation 
that was sent to us in the birth of the Christ-
child. We are surrounded by a community that 
desperately needs hope and a future.  So, while 
Advent is a time of celebrating Christ’s birth, it 
is also a time of dreaming new dreams—forging 
new paths in ministry and mission for 2019. We 
have bold adventures ahead and we need God’s 
step by step guidance to reach our goals. We al-
ready have many of the big rocks in place, but 
there is one more very important stepping stone 
that we need.  It is the stepping stone of  Prayer. 
Beginning in mid-January, our church will be 
beginning a 40 Day Journey of Prayer. I hope 
that you will join us and invite your friends to 
journey with Cheviot UMC as God directs our 
steps.  
Have a blessed Christmas season and get your 
hiking gear ready for 2019!    

“In their hearts, people plan their course, but the Lord establishes their steps.” Proverbs 16:9 
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Mission Calendar 
December 
3 – Mission meeting @ 6:30 PM in the chapel 
9 – Prince of Peace breakfast – meet @ 5:40 AM 
CUMC parking lot 
15 - Matthew 25 Ministries:  9 AM-11 AM; 11060 
Kenwood Rd. 
  
January 2019 
13 – Prince of Peace breakfast – meet @ 5:40 AM 
CUMC parking lot 

Westfed Food Pantry 
Crackers, toothpaste, and large paper grocery bags. 
 
Check the Sunday bulletin for additional needs that may 

occur throughout the month. Donation baskets are 

outside Werner Lounge. Donation envelopes are 

available on the Welcome Centers. Please make checks 

out to CUMC with memo: Westfed. 

Thank you for supporting our neighborhood mission. 
 

More than $4688 given for mission offerings in 2018  
When the offering plates are passed a second time on the last Sunday 
of each month, have you ever stopped to wonder how much is collect-
ed? As of November 10, 2018 the generous givers of CUMC have pro-
vided the following gifts:  
Red Bird Mission: $487.65  
City Gospel  Mission: $516.00  
UMCOR Sunday (administrative support):  $378.55  
Prince of Peace breakfasts:  $396.59  
West OH Conference Light  the Way campaign: $306.15  
CUMC Parish Fund: $585.00  
Matthew 25 Ministries: $487.76  
UMCOR disaster relief:  $435.50  
Operation Christmas Child: $478.00  
Wesley Chapel Mission Center:  $617.02  
Isn’ t  i t  wonderful what God can do with our “extra money” or “spare change”? Blessings to all  
who so freely give to the mission offerings.  And, “thank you” from those who are helped by 
your gift .  

The December missions offering collected 
throughout the Advent season, will be divided equally 
between Heifer International, Peace Cafe, and Hospice 
of Cincinnati.  Heifer International works with com-
munities in 25 countries, including the U.S., to end hun-
ger and poverty while caring for the Earth.  Doris Ernst, 
who taught Sunday School at our church for 75 years 
had a deep passion for this mission.  Peace Cafe, a non-
profit restaurant in Clifton, offers reasonably 
priced nutritious food and serves as an educational mod-
el - providing on the job training at the cafe and work-
ing with the homeless and poor of the Over-the-Rhine 
area.  Hospice of Cincinnati provides care to those di-
agnosed with a terminal illness or condition, helping the 
entire family have the best possible end of life experi-
ence. 

Thank you! 
Lydia Circle wants to thank everyone who contrib-
uted coats, hats, gloves and scarves for City Gospel 
Mission.  We collected 24 coats, 54 hats, 28 pairs of 
gloves and 23 scarves, so your generosity will go a 
long way to keep some our neighbors warm this 
winter.  These winter necessities will be given to 
those who need them as part of City Gospel Mis-
sion's Give Back Cincinnati Fall Feast on Thanks-
giving Day.  Thank you so much for stepping up in 
Christian love once again! 

To CUMC, 
We want to thank you for all your prayers, cards, and gifts. 
Please keep the prayers coming. Hank is slowly getting better, the surgeon 
said it will take a year to get back to where he was. 
With his church family he will do it. 
 

Your brother and sister in Christ, 
Hank and Joyce Johnson 
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Christmas is coming, the most wonderful time 
of the year as the song says. But what is it really 
all about? 

It all became clearer to me recently as I was 
thinking about that big transformer that 

exploded outside our 
house several years 
ago. One evening  John 
and I were sitting on 
the back deck and I 
asked him what that 
transformer was for. He 
explained that the 
voltage on the very top 
electric wires is 

extremely high. It is so powerful that we cannot 
use it. 
We can use it only because it first goes through 
that transformer and the voltage level is reduced 
so that it is safe for our homes. The extremely 
dangerous high voltage is "transformed" so that 
we can now safely use it. 

Wow, it came to me. In the Old Testament God 
told Moses that He was way too high voltage 
for any human being to see Him. Moses wanted 
to see Him; but God knew if he did, he would 
die. 

 
Jesus came to this earth to show us God! The 
human body He was born in transformed that 
"high voltage "the "glory" of God into someone 
we could see. “WOW” 

Jesus was born as a baby, fully human and 
fully divine. He was fully man and fully God. 
Jesus Himself said, "Whoever has seen Me 
has seen the Father. The Father and I are 
One". 
I love the song, "Down from His Glory".  
It says- 

Down from His glory, 
Ever living story, 
My God and Savior came, 
And Jesus was His name, 
Born in a manger, 
To His own a stranger, 
A man of sorrows, tears and agony. 

O how I love Him! How I adore Him!  
My breath, my sunshine, my all in all! 
The great Creator became my Savior, 
And all God's fullness dwelleth in Him. 

As Max Lucado says, the night was ordinary. 
"The sky was ordinary, the stars were 
ordinary, the sheep were ordinary. The 
shepherds were ordinary. Were it not for a 
God Who loves to hook an 'extra' on the front 
of ordinary, the night would have gone 
unnoticed. But God dances amongst the 
common and that night He did a waltz. The 
black sky exploded with brightness". 

And in that night, a transformation took place! 
The Great Creator became our Savior! 

We beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten Son of the Father, full of grace and 
truth! (John 1:14) 

Why did He come? To show us what God is 
like for sure. To let us know how MUCH God 
loves us. To bring us God's Truth. And to be 
our Savior!  

This Christmas may the truth of the 
"transformer" — God becoming transformed 
into flesh and blood, one of us — make this 
Christmas unlike any other you have had. 
Instead of a "hollow" Christmas may this be a 
"Holy" one. After all, Jesus is what Christmas 
really is all about!  

The Great Creator Became Our Savior! 
      by Lois Schalk-Hartley 
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… Now 
It’s Time to Connect 
As of late October the committees of Communications and Church and Community joined 
with the new Connect advisory team to form one very energized team call the Connect team. 
Guided by our newly stated CUMC vision we will be working on ways to connect the congre-
gation - to our community, to our building guests (like stamp club, book club, etc.) to those 
who share our space (preschool, Mercy group, etc.)  
to each other. Included in our area is all social media, the church website, the church sign, the 
Crossbeams and all information that goes out to our congregation and community about pro-
gramming. Look for announcements soon about some of our first projects as a new team. If 
you have suggestions or comments about our area please send them to Amy Morand awmo-
rand@zoomtown.com 513-608-2269. We welcome your prayers and your input. 

Grab a Christmas Christian Fiction Book and Relax! 
In the bookcase right beside my office is a bookcase where you will find a shelf full of Christ-
mas Books. They are for your enjoyment and inspiration. Just check one out, read it and bring 
it back. In the New Year I will be changing and adding new books for you to enjoy. This is a 
ministry where I enjoy sharing the books I have read. Over 
the years I have been blessed, challenged and inspired by 
these Christian authors. 
May your Christmas be blessed as you read.    
 
Pastor Lois Schalk-Hartley 
 

Cheviot UMYF 

COOKIE SALE 
December 16th 
At 10:20am in the Lounge 

 
 
 
 

 

This fundraiser supports  
Cheviot United Methodist Youth Fellowship's  

Summer Mission Trip to Blue Knob, PA 
 

$5.00 for a box of cookies! 
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12/07 Nancy Mohr 

 Larry Benken 

 Lydia Ackermann 

12/08 Mary Smith 

12/09 Denny Meyer 

12/11 Evelyn Frischmann 

12/12 Pat Francis 

12/15 Carl Grueninger 

12/18 Grace Miller 

 Bentley Goebel 

12/19 Linda Schumacher 

12/24 Jason Miller 

12/26 Marilyn Pepple 

12/27 Trent McGinnis 

12/29 Linda Gonzales 

  

12/01 Ken & Shirley Durbin 

12/03 Mark Woodward & Vicki 
Groh 

12/14 Phil & Martha Brice 

12/18 Walt & Paula Long 

12/27 Chuck & Jan Cummings 

12/28 Doug & Vicky Johnston 

 

Thank you to everyone who has served on 
committee and ministry teams in 2018! Che-
viot UMC is truly transforming and empow-
ering lives through the love of Jesus Christ. 

Winter is coming! 
This winter and 
throughout 2019 the 
Invite Team is prepar-
ing to implement 
some of the changes 
that were proposed 
and approved in Sep-
tember. Our first pro-
jects include redesign 
of the Lounge which 
will include updated 
furnishings, paint, 
and valance. We are 
also planning the addition of interior and exte-
rior signage to help people navigate our cam-
pus. If you have any questions please contact 
Katie Golek, golekk1@gmail.com. 
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December 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
8:00 AM Men's Bible 

Study 
8:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

Women's Bible Study 
9:00 AM All Church 

Decorating 
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

Orchestra Rehearsal 

2 
9:10 AM Traditional Worship 
10:20 AM Sunday School and 

Fellowship Time 
11:15 AM Celebration Bells 
11:15 AM Contemporary 

Worship 
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM Youth 

Group 

3 
1:00 PM Craft Club 
6:30 PM Mission Com-

mittee Meeting 
7:00 PM Contemporary 

Worship Committee 

Mtg. 
7:00 PM Mercy Group 
7:00 PM Trustee Com-

mittee Mtg. 

4 
2:00 PM Lydia 

Circle 
7:00 PM CUMC 

Preschool Board 

Meeting 

5 
6:40 PM Choristers 
7:00 PM Christmas 

Cantata Rehearsal 

6 
7:00 PM Praise 

Team Practice 

7 8 
8:00 AM Men's Bible 

Study 
10:00 AM Christmas 

Cantata Rehearsal 

9 
5:40 AM Prince of Peace 

Breakfast-meet at church 
9:10 AM Traditional Worship 
10:20 AM Sunday School and 

Fellowship Time 
11:15 AM Celebration Bells 
11:15 AM Contemporary 

Worship 
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM Youth 

Group 

10 
1:00 PM Craft Club 
7:00 PM Mercy Group 

7:00 PM Finance Mtg. 

11 
7:00 PM SPRC 

Meeting 

12 
6:40 PM Choristers 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 

Christmas Cantata Re-

hearsal 

13 
7:00 PM Praise 

Team Practice 

14 15 
8:00 AM Men's Bible 

Study 
8:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

Women's Bible Study 
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Matthew 25 

16 
9:10 AM Traditional Worship 
10:20 AM Sunday School and 

Fellowship Time 
11:15 AM Celebration Bells 
11:15 AM Contemporary 

Worship 
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM Youth 

Group 
4:30 PM - 5:30 PM Christmas 

Cantata 

17 
1:00 PM Craft Club 
7:00 PM Mercy Group 

18 19 
6:30 PM Women's Book 

Club 
6:40 PM Choristers 

7:00 PM Choir 

20 
 

21 
12:30 PM S.A.M Lunch-

eon 

22 
8:00 AM Men's Bible 

Study 

23 
9:10 AM Traditional Worship 
10:20 AM Sunday School and 

Fellowship Time 
11:15 AM Celebration Bells 
11:15 AM Contemporary 

Worship 

24 
4:30 PM Christmas Eve 

Family Service 
10:30 PM Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service 

25 
Christmas Day 
  Office Closed 

26 
Offices Closed 
7:30 PM Stamp Club 

27 28 29 
8:00 AM Men's Bible 

Study 
8:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

Women's Bible Study 

30 
9:10 AM Traditional Worship 
10:20 AM Sunday School and 

Fellowship Time 
11:15 AM Celebration Bells 
11:15 AM Contemporary 

Worship 

31      
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Worship Schedule 

 

Our vision is to connect and serve all people so that lives are transformed and empowered through the 
love of Christ. 

Cheviot United Methodist Church Contact Info 

Carrie Jena, Pastor ................................... pastorcarrie123@gmail.com 

Lois Schalk-Hartley, Assoc. Pastor ............................. awriter@fuse.net  

Church Office/Prayer Requests ........................ office@cheviotumc.com 

Katie Golek & Ashley St. John, Youth Ministry ... youth@cheviotumc.com  

Juanita Woodburn, Flower Orders .................. flowers@cheviotumc.com 

Carol Gangwer, Choir.............................................. cgangwer@fuse.net 

Marcia Lucas, Bells ....................................... mslucas@zoomtown.com 

Anne Schummer, Children/Youth Choir/Bells .................. piano@fuse.net 

Paula Long, Preschool ............................................ luvkids75@aol.com 

Lynn Krebs, Facilities .......................................... lynn@cheviotumc.com 

Publicity ......................................... communications@cheviotumc.com 

9:10 a.m. 
Traditional Worship—Sanctuary 

 
10:20 a.m.  

Sunday School (All Ages) 
 

11:15 a.m. 
Contemporary Worship—Fellowship 

Hall 

Non-Profit Organization 

 


