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Crossbeams Newsletter    May 2019 

By now, you will most likely have completed our church-wide 
survey called Reveal.  If you participated in this survey, I want to 
thank you for it.  Your honest and reflective responses will be used 
to guide our discipleship efforts here at Cheviot for years to come.  
I also want to thank the members of the Grow team under the 
leadership of Mark Phair for having the passion, courage, and 
commitment to follow through on this important undertaking.  
Callie Parker, author of the book Rise, writes “The greatest 
discoveries aren’t always life-changing inventions like the 
lightbulb or penicillin.  Sometimes, the most significant game-
changers are often the realities that change the way we think.  
Like the discovery that the world is not flat, which set the stage 
for exploration and transformed human history. In 2004, in its 
very first survey, the REVEAL team found this unexpected reality:  
Church activities alone do not produce spiritual growth.”  In other 
words, contrary to popular opinion, increased participation in 
church activities does not significantly contribute to an increasing 
love of God and others. From the very first survey completed in 
2004 to now, this reality has slowly begun to change the mind -set 
of thousands of church leaders.  And slowly, it is changing the way 
that spiritual growth happens in the church.   
If you have listened to my preaching over the last year and a half, 
you might have discovered that I have a strong love for the church. 
Despite all of the negative press, decline, and division that we 
have seen in the church over the past 50 years, God has not yet 
shown us another alternative to changing the world.  His model is 
the same today as it was when Jesus stood on the beach with a 
repentant Peter and declared, “Do you love me?  Then feed my 
sheep.”  In short, the church is God’s plan A and there is no plan B!   

That knowledge alone should cause us to take a good hard look at 
ourselves and ask, “what can we do to become more effective 
change-agents for Christ? If we truly care about the future of 
God’s church, we must be willing to ask the tough questions and 
then roll up our sleeves and get to work.  
That is exactly where we find ourselves in the month of May.  
Although the survey is completed, the work of the Grow team is 
just getting started.  We will be looking carefully at the results, 
speaking with our coaches at REVEAL and making plans for the 
development of a new discipleship pathway in 2020 and beyond.   
One of my favorite categories of churches is one that REVEAL calls 
the “Vibrant Church.”  This is a church where the majority of its 
members are engaging in personal spiritual practices, putting 
their faith into action in small and large ways, and are extremely 
satisfied with the way that their church is helping them grow 
spiritually. They are known for opening their doors to new 
believers and knowing how to lead them into a deeper relationship 
with Jesus.  How did they get there?  Not by just doing church in 
the same way that it has always been done.  But by changing their 
minds and opening their hearts to a new way of doing church.  
Have you heard?  The world is not flat—and neither is God’s 
church! 
I am blessed to be on this journey with you and am excited about 
where we are headed together. 
See you in church!  

“The World is Not Flat” 
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Westfed Food Pantry 
Pork & bean, shampoo, and large paper grocery bags. 
Check the Sunday bulletin for additional needs that may 
occur throughout the month. Donation baskets are outside 
the Werner Lounge. Donation envelopes are available on 
the Welcome Tables. Please make checks out to CUMC 
with the memo: Westfed. 
 
 
Thank you for supporting our neighborhood mission.  

Volunteer Needed 
The Missions Committee is looking for one or two volunteers 
to head up the organization and collection of the shoeboxes 
for Operation Christmas Child. If you are interested or would 
like more information please contact Vicki 
Groh, vgroh@zoomtown.com. 

Graduating this Spring? 
Please contact the church office at 662-2048 if you or a family 
member will be graduating from High School or College this Spring. 
We will have a special recognition of 
these students in both worship services 
on June 2nd.  

Invite Team Update 
We hope you are seeing a lot of “work in progress!” We are plan-
ning on having both Werner Lounge and the repurposed Chapel 
area completed by the end of May. If you haven’t seen the progress 
you need to take a look! Much planning is also being done regarding 
installing new outside and inside directional signage. Many people 
are working very hard to make Cheviot UMC an inviting and com-
fortable place for all members and visitors. Please share the word 
that many new and exciting things are happening at Cheviot UMC! 
Each of us need to extend the invitation to friends, neighbors and 
relatives who might be interested in a new church home. INVITE!! 

News from our Moscow missionaries 
It’s been a wonderfully busy season with lots of changes.  God is at work and we see His blessings and guidance at every 
turn.  We’ve recently lost three teachers:  one left for maternity leave, another was offered a new job in a different profession, our 
missionary intern from Zimbabwe was called home due to family health problems.  Even though we miss them, GOD has provided 
some amazing new teachers and we hope they’ll continue with us next year.  We praise the Lord for how He watches over us and 
provides and guides in amazing ways! 
We just finished our second round of exams and are writing progress reports to parents and registering students for the big annual 
Cambridge language exams in June.  These are very important because they help establish the school’s reputation as a quality lan-
guage school.  Please pray for the ongoing training of our new teachers and for our students as they prepare for exams. 
Sue is busy preparing for our Second Annual Spring Performance which showcases the progress of our young students as they 
tackle English, as well as a few classical ballet numbers from adult ballet students.  Of course, the most important thing is the state 
of their souls.  Katya, 43 and mom of two young boys, was a complete atheist when we first met.  Now she’s so open to Christ and 
reading Christian literature.  Lena, 32, was raised Orthodox and has a faith, but I’m just encouraging her to seek God more diligently 
day to day.  Sveta is 30 and struggles with loneliness and depression.  She has no sense of direction in her life.  I have a very close 
relationship with her, yet must tread lightly as she is still very skeptical about matters of faith.  My prayer request is for these three 
young women.  Please pray for a miraculous movement of God by the Holy Spirit in their lives! 
With Easter only two weeks away, we want to wish you all a blessed and joyous Easter.  Thank you for all you do to partner with us 
and help reach people here for Christ.  We keep you in our prayers! 
Chris & Sue Champion 
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HEARTS AND HAMMERS MINISTRY a mission of the Cheviot UMC Send Team  
(On March 23, A Hearts and Hammers team placed three railings and a portion of a new porch floor for Corinne, whose name was 
given to us by the Cheviot Fire Chief.  She wrote a letter in response.) 
When I look out my front door and see the beautiful handrails and the nice, safe porch floor, I feel gratitude and appreciation for 
what the people from your church did for me.  The porch floor was getting so bad I was afraid someone would fall through, and the 
one handrail I had left was rusted out and unsafe.  I did not have the means to hire someone, and am not physically able to do it 
myself.  So I am so grateful for what an excellent job everyone did.  They did a professional job, I could not have asked for anything 
nicer. 
I have had so many compliments on how good both the porch floor and handrails look.  One of my neighbors said, “What a good job 
they did, and they all looked like they were have a lot of fun.”  I agree, they were all having fun and were very willing to learn new 
skills.  I could tell everyone was doing this because it was coming from their hearts, not out of duty, but because they enjoy helping 
people. 
I have been having problems going up and down the steps, and some days I wouldn’t attempt it.  Now, with the new, very sturdy 
handrails, I am able to go up and down the steps with more ease and very safely.  That means the world to me. 
I thank you for having this program available, it’s a blessing, and I know it will be a blessing for whomever you help in the future. 
Gratefully and with appreciation, 
Corinne Betz 
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… Now 

Women’s Ministries 
Let’s Do Dinner 
All women are invited to come to-
gether for what will be a new 
monthly fellowship time. We will be 
meeting in an area restaurant the 
2nd Thursday of the month for good conversation and fellow-
ship. This is a great way to introduce a friend to your friends at 
CUMC. Not all are comfortable walking in “the front door” for 
the first time. So this is an opportunity to introduce them to the 
church in an easy casual way. Our first dinner will be at Chris-
tine’s on Harrison Ave (in front of Gabe’s) on May 9th at 6:00. 
Sign up on the count me in page in the bulletin or call the 
church office. Reservations are not necessary but a good ap-
proximate number attending would be helpful. See you on the 
9th! 

Saturday Morning Women's Bible Study, Read-
ing the Bible in a Year (or Two)!! 
All woman are welcome to join the Saturday Morning Woman's 
Bible Study (invite friends and relatives too).   
We meet every other Saturday in Werner Lounge at 8:00 AM 
and finish around 9:15 AM (enter doors by the bell tower.) 
Here are the future dates and readings we will be discussing 
(please feel free to begin joining us anytime!) 

 
May 4   Hebrews 1-13; Ecclesiastes 1-9 
May 18  Ecclesiastes 10-12; Song of Solomon 1-8; James 1-5; 
      Isaiah 1-7 
June 1  Isaiah 8-30 
June 15  Isaiah 31-51 
June 29 Isaiah 52-66; 1 Peter 1-5; 2 Peter 1-3 

"COMING TO Cheviot UMC---CHONDA PIERCE MOVIE "ENOUGH"  
Friday evening, May 17 at 7:00 PM we will be showing the movie by Chonda Pierce, "Enough.” 
This is a free event open to all. Chonda has asked the question for years, "Am I enough?" She 
wanted her husband, children and all who knew her to help her to feel she was enough, and 
they could not.  The truth is, we all want to feel that we are enough, but not many do. Chonda 
found out that we are enough because Jesus died for us to tell us that because of His love for 
us, and death for us on the cross----Yes, WE ARE ENOUGH! Come, listen to Chonda's strug-
gles and how she came to the truth. You will laugh, perhaps cry and love every minute of this 
movie. Reservations are not needed but we would be happy to know you are coming. Call the 
church office at 662-2048 or check the count me in sheet in the Sunday bulletin. 

Coffee– Fair Trade vs Direct Trade 
Please join the Sarah Circle for our next 
meeting on Tuesday May 28th at 7:00 PM 
in Werner Lounge. This meeting is open to 
the church. Chris Human will be our 
speaker. He owns a coffee shop and will be 
discussing "fair trade" vs "direct trade" and 
how our buying practices affect social 
justice issues (slave trade/human trafficking) in Third World 
Countries.  

Thank You to Cheviot UMC for making the Sarah Circle flow-
er sale a success. The proceeds will be split between Red Bird 
Mission and buying books for Cheviot Elementary School Library. 

http://www.christinescasualdining.com/
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5/3 Abby Kremer 

5/6 Becky Grosse 

5/9 Sharon Baechle 

 Angela Flight 

 Mark Phair 

5/11 Anita Beason 

5/12 Hannah Cox 

 Nick Cox 

 Simeon Cox 

 Carolyn St. John 

5/14 Bobbi Ostermeyer 

5/16 Carrie Jena 

 Brandon Phillips 

5/17 Phil Beason 

 Gary Mohr 

5/19 Fran Loudin 

 Emily Smith 

5/20 Dick Marsh 

5/22 Esther Hasselbeck 

 Vicky Johnston 

 Ellie Woodward 

5/26 Daina Outt 

5/28 Jenna Kremer 

5/31 Debbie Lueders  

 Amanda Thomas 

 

5/10 Larry & Linda Benken 

5/16 Mark & Anne Schummer 

5/25 Tom & Kim Green 

5/27 Gary & Lynn Krebs 

5/28 Mike & Carolyn St. John 

Beth Moore at BB&T Arena  
One of our favorite Bible study leaders is coming back to Cincin-
nati. Beth Moore will be at BB&T Arena at Northern Kentucky Uni-
versity August 23rd and 24th. Tickets are $59,00 for groups of 
10 or more and include sessions Friday evening and Saturday.  
Please contact the church office if you ’re interested in going. Feel 
free to invite friends, family and coworkers. Beth Moore sells out 
quickly, so do not delay. Carpooling will be available. Watch the 
Crossbeams and bulletin for details of the deadline for registra-
tion and when money must be submitted. Any questions can be 
directed toward Mary Painter-Romanello- (513) 941-6636.  

Thank You 
Dick and I would like to thank everyone for their prayers, words 
of encouragement and support, the beautiful prayer quilt, and the 
many cards he received. We also give praise and thanks to our 
Lord for our church and all the wonderful medical teams that 
cared for him during this time. It's taken awhile but Dick  
saw his doctors this last week and he doesn't have to see them 
for a year. He is doing well and we are blessed. 
TGBTG 
Dick and Janice Marsh 

Senior Law– Information Session 
The Lydia Circle is pleased to announce that Attorney Mary Ann 
Jacobs will have a presentation at our May 14th Meeting at 
2:00 PM. She will discuss SENIOR LAW.  That includes Living 
Wills and Estate Law. 
We are inviting all members of the church who may have ques-
tions or concerns in these matters. Refreshments will be served 
after the meeting as usual. If you have any questions, please 
call Linda Schumacher at 513-245-0898.  
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Did You Know? Information Regarding MEMORIALS... 
There is a committee at Cheviot UMC who recognizes any funds donated in memory, or in honor of a loved one. A letter is sent to 
the family to advise of the donation in honor/memory as well as a note to the donor. 
Any money donated can be designated by the family to a specific area within the church, such as music, landscaping, Christmas 
Decor, VBS, youth group, etc.  
If funds are not specifically designated to a specific area within the church, it will go into a “general fund” and any group within the 
church may request monies from that fund. 
The Memorial Committee will contact the family within 6 months if no designations were identified at the time funds were donated. 
We wish to respect the wishes of the families involved and will confirm any designations.  
We have been blessed with countless items within Cheviot UMC which were purchased out of the love and generosity of families 
within our congregation.  
If you have any questions about Memorials, please contact Cathy Davis through email at cdavis612001@yahoo.com 

Are You Interested in Mission? 
A group will be returning to the Appalachian area in Kentucky, October 20-26, 2019 called Red Bird. Red Bird Mission is part of 
the United Methodist organization. The focus and mission are to help improve lives in an area overrun by poverty by being the hands 
and feet of Jesus. Red Bird has a Christian school, a medical clinic, a dental clinic, a water kiosk where folks can get clean water, a 
thrift shop, a food pantry, and many other outreach programs. 
Many from our congregation have been a part of this beautiful mission and we would love to have YOU join us! You may attend just 
two or three days if you like! No need to commit to the entire week.... but you may find it hard to leave the beautiful mountains and 
the love of those in the community. The focus will be working on home improvement-such as, painting, decking, roofing, siding, etc. 
NO SPECIAL SKILLS are required!  
Please see the bulletin board between the Sanctuary and the Werner Lounge to see details/pictures from our 2018 trip. The cost 
for the entire week is $375. If you wish to attend for half of the week, the cost would be $187.50. Scholarships are available! A 
deposit of $50 would be needed by June 1st if you are interested!  
Please contact Cathy Davis at 513-574-3358 or email at cdavis612001@yahoo.com if you have any questions, or if you would like 
to join us in October! 

Vacation Bible School 
June 19- 6:30 PM– 8:45 PM Wednesday 
June 20- 6:30 PM– 8:45 PM Thursday 
June 21- 6:30 PM– 8:00 PM (Family Celebration) Friday 
Saddle up for a trailblazing shorten week of fun! Kids’ll kick up their heels at 
Yee-Haw VBS as they stampede through the wild frontier and celebrate God’s 
greatest gift of all—Jesus! 
Registration is now open on our website for participants and volunteers! 
Questions? Contact  Co-Directors Megan Wittich megan.wittich@gmail.com, 
Missy Wittich moots68@gmail.com, or Katie Golek golekk@gmail.com. 

mailto:cdavis612001@yahoo.com
mailto:megan.wittich@gmail.com
mailto:megan.wittich@gmail.com
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Looking for the calendar? In order to accommodate more articles the calendar has been removed from this newsletter and can be found online, 
www.cheviotumc.com/events and a hard copy of the calendar is on the copy room door in the hallway next to the lounge. Thank you for understanding! 

The Last Supper 
The wood inlay picture of the Last Supper that hung in the Werner Lounge can now be seen hanging in the hallway across from the 
Pre-School office. This keeps it from being damaged from exposure to direct sunlight. The picture was a gift to Cheviot Church in 
1967 from Robert Tebbs in memory of his father, Warren W. Tebbs. The picture was obtained by Lt. Colonel Tebbs in Heidelberg, 
Germany while serving in the Occupational Forces there. The unique picture is a masterpiece of inlay woodwork, using at least 66 
varieties of wood of different colors. All of the wood is natural color chosen for the proper grain to obtain the desired effect. It is 
truly a work of art. 

The May monthly missions offering will be Chevi-
ot UMC’s contribution to the West Ohio Conference Miracle 
Offering collected at this year’s Annual Conference in early 
June.  The Miracle Offering will be used to support new faith 
communities and revitalization of existing congregations in 
the WOC and the Democratic Republic of the Congo.   
In the WOC, the Light the Way campaign funds the Green-
house and Fresh Expressions training programs.  In the last 18 
months nine new faith communities have been created by 
Greenhouse graduates with over 1,350 new persons in wor-
ship, 88 new baptisms in Jesus Christ, and five more commu-
nities ready to launch in the next six months.  Even more existing WOC congregations are discovering Fresh Expressions training 
and bringing new energy to their congregations and new ideas for outreach into their communities. 
In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the WOC continues to support our brothers and sisters in Christ in the North Katanga 
Conference of the UMC where new congregations are flourishing. 
The West Ohio Conference Miracle Offering collected at the Annual Conference will be shared equally between the WOC Light the 
Way campaign and WOC support in North Katanga. 
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Worship Schedule 

 

Cheviot United Methodist Church Contact Info 

Carrie Jena, Pastor  ..................... pastorcarrie123@gmail.com  

Lois Schalk-Hartley, Assoc. Pastor  ............... awriter@fuse.net  

Church Office/Prayer Requests  ......... office@cheviotumc.com  

Katie Golek & Ashley Rhodes, Youth Ministry

 ....................................................... youth@cheviotumc.com  

Kyle Rhodes, Contemporary Worship Leader ………….………

 ...................................................... kylewrhodes@gmail.com  

Juanita Woodburn, Flower Orders  ..flowers@cheviotumc.com  

Carol Gangwer, Choir  ............................. cgangwer@fuse.net  

Marcia Lucas, Bells  ......................... mslucas@zoomtown.com  

Anne Schummer, Children/Youth Choir/Bells  piano@fuse.net  

Paula Long, Preschool  ............................. luvkids75@aol.com  

Lynn Krebs, Facilities  .......................... lynn@cheviotumc.com  

Promotions ...................... communications@cheviotumc.com  

Our vision is to connect and serve all people so that lives are transformed and empowered through the love of Christ. 

9:10 a.m.  
Traditional Worship—Sanctuary  

 
10:20 a.m.  

Sunday School (All Ages)  
 

11:15 a.m.  
Contemporary Worship—Fellowship Hall  

Non-Profit Organization 

 


