
 1 

A Newsletter for 

June, 2018 

Weed #2 - Not Being Organized.  When I started 
my daily devotions, I wasn’t very organized. I 
would sit down to begin, but I would have to look 
for things like my pen, my reading glasses and 
sometimes even my Bible. By the time I found 
everything I needed, the morning had slipped 
away with other distractions.  Now, I have a set 
place where I meet God every day. It’s not very 
far away from my bed so I can’t wander off!  
Before I go to bed, I make sure that everything is 
ready—Bible, pen, journal, reading glasses, water, 
and anything else that I need.  When I sit down to 
meet God, I have everything I need and He gets 
all of my attention.  
Weed #3 - Not Having a Plan. I have found over 
the years that if I don’t have a plan for daily 
devotions, I can become distracted easily. Instead 
of spending time with God, I can start planning 
sermons, Bible studies and looking up scripture 
references for “future use”.  But my quiet time is 
not the same as sermon prep.  It is the time that I 
am listening for God’s voice speaking to me, his 
child, through His Word. So, it is important for 
me to have a plan when I sit down.  This year, I 
am using Reuben Job’s daily devotional called 
“When You Pray”.  It is full of daily scripture 
readings around a particular theme.  It also has 
quotes and suggested prayers to match the theme.  
If you are using a devotion that you like, let me 
know how it is blessing you.  Also, if you have 
had success in overcoming the weeds in your 
daily devotion time with God, send me a note and 
tell me about it.  We can celebrate your “weed 
free” garden together!  
 
See you in church!   

 How to Get Rid of 

Spiritual “Weeds” 

This month, I have been noticing something growing 
alongside the flowers in my garden.  Weeds!  The 
weeds in my garden have grown so tall that they 
threaten to choke out the flowers that are blooming 
right next to them.  Sometimes its hard to tell the 
difference between a flower and a weed.   
Just like my flower garden, there are weeds that 
grow up in our spiritual lives that threaten to choke 
out our growth.  The “weeds” of spiritual growth are 
all of the things in our lives that interfere with our 
time with God, our time in God’s Word and our time 
in worship each week.  People who are growing 
spiritually say that the single most important 
ingredient in their growth is daily engagement with 
scripture.  It’s no wonder that weeds seem to grow 
there first.  If they can take over our time with God, 
it’s not long before they own the whole garden! 
Developing the discipline of daily devotions has 
been a long process for me.  Some weeks, I pat 
myself on the back that I have gotten rid of all of the 
weeds in my garden—just to see them start growing 
again the next week.  So, if you have struggled to 
maintain a daily quiet time, know that you are not 
alone.  The weeds are everywhere!  Here are some 
things that I have learned about “weeding my 
spiritual garden” that may be helpful for you as you 
do the same.   
Weed #1 - Laziness.  Yes, even pastors can find 
themselves wanting to pull the covers up for just a 
few more minutes of sleep in the morning!  The 
problem is, “just a few more minutes” can turn into 
an hour and before long, we have slept our way 
through our morning “appointment” with God.  
Earlier this year, I decided to put my time with God 
on my calendar just like every other appointment 
during the week.  If I’m going to be on time to meet 
God, it means that I have to get up on time.  And if 
I’m going to get up on time, it means that I have to 
go to bed on time too!  If your devotion time is in 
the evening, the same rules apply.  Make sure to put 
your “God Time” on your calendar!  
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Thank you friends for all of your prayers, cards, meals, 
and flowers that I received before and after my knee 
surgery. What a wonderful church family we have! I am 
doing very well at this time. 
God bless you all! 
Mary Ann Sparenberg 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION CALENDAR 
 
June 
 4 -  Missions meeting @ 6:30 PM in the chapel 
10 - Prince of Peace breakfast – meet @ 5:40 AM   
   CUMC parking lot 
22 – IHN dinner @ Grace Place 
23 - Matthew 25 Ministries:  9 AM-11 AM;  
   11060 Kenwood Rd. 
24 - Mission offering:  Parish Fund 
 
July 
 7– Church Beautification Day @CUMC 
 8 –Operation Christmas Child box distribution 
 8 - Prince of Peace breakfast – meet @ 5:40 AM   
   CUMC parking lot 
15 - Operation Christmas Child box distribution 
21 - Operation Christmas Child – box packing party 
–      Fellowship Hall 
22 –Operation Christmas Child box due date 
29 - Mission offering:  TBA 

Vacation Bible School at Cheviot UMC 

This year VBS will be a little different. Dates are 
Wednesday, June 13th and Thursday, June 14th from 
6:30-8:45pm and Friday, June 15th from 6:30-8:00 pm, 
which will be a "Family Night". For Family Night, the 
Kona Ice truck will be here serving snow cones and  
there will be animals encounters with the Cincinnati 
Zoo. The congregation is welcome to join us! Thank 
you to everyone who has signed up to help or has do-
nated supplies! 

May 18th & 19th Cheviot UMC leaders and staff met at Shepherds Gate Retreat 
Center in Indiana for a time of worship and vision casting. It was a wonderful 

weekend! 
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I love Ecclesiastes 4:9-10: “Two are better than 
one. Because if one falls down the other can 
come along side and pick up the other one.”  
I love to watch the geese fly across the sky and 
through reading have learned some great things 
about them. 

• As each goose flaps its wings and flies, it 
produces an updraft for the other geese. 

• By flying in a V formation, the whole flock 
adds 71 percent extra flying range. 

• When the lead goose tires, it drops back into 
formation and another goose takes the lead. 
The tired goose takes advantage of the lifting 
power of the other geese. 

• If one goose gets sick, two more drop out of 
formation to protect and 
help the sick goose. 

• The lead goose honks to 
encourage the others to 
keep up. 

• When a goose falls out of 
formation, it suddenly feels 
the drag and resistance of 
flying alone. It quickly 
moves back to take 
advantage of the support of 
the other birds “lifting” 
power. 

There are lessons we as Christians can learn from 
the geese: 

• If we have as much sense as geese, we will 
stand by each other through good times and 
difficult times. We will ensure that two or 
more Christians are on hand for help and 
support. 

• Each of us have unique gifts from the Lord. 
And if we all use our gifts and work together, 
God can use us to build up His church and 
one another. That way one person does not 
tire out and all are blessed by serving each 
other with our gifts and talents. 

• We need to make sure our “honking” is an 
encouraging word and thus spurring one 
another on to godliness. Negative “honking” 
tears down the whole body. 

• Traveling life together, trusting one another 
and relying on one another is much better 
than traveling alone. We all need the support 

and “lifting power” of one another. Life lived 
alone is a real DRAG! 

The Bible says quite a bit about the gift of “one 
anothering”. Here are just a few: 

• Love one another. I John 3:11 
• Offer hospitality to one another. I Peter 4:9  
• Live in harmony with one another. I Peter 3:8  
• Fellowship with one another. I John 1:7 
• Build one another up. Ephesians 5:19 
• Accept one another. Romans 15:7 
• Encourage one another. Hebrews 10:24 
• Serve one another. Galatians 5:13 
• Be kind to and forgive one another. Ephesians 

4:32 
• Honor one another. Romans 12:10 

Jesus is the model for all of 
these attributes. He is God’s 
nature lived out in these “one 
another” scriptures. So it is 
only as Jesus lives in us as our 
Personal Savior—following 
and obeying Him—that His 
love, caring and compassion 
are lived out in us. 
Cheviot UMC has undergone 
some tough times, but God has 
been faithful. We at CUMC are 
ready to grow together in new 

ways. As Pastor Carrie leads us forward, 
following God’s direction our “one anothering” 
can extend beyond our church into the 
community. As these new friends come in they 
will find a loving church. Using the gifts and 
talents God has given us we will help them grow 
into disciples of Jesus 
God has given us some great lessons in His 
creation (the geese) and Scripture (His Word). By 
loving and serving one another in Christ, we will 
grow and be the light God calls us to be in this 
community. So let’s get busy! Happy “one 
anothering!” 
 

THE GIFT OF ONE-ANOTHERING 
LOIS SCHALK-HARTLEY 
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… Now 
Westfed Food Pantry Needs  
Canned fruit, toilet paper, large paper grocery bags. 
Check the Sunday bulletin for additional needs that may occur throughout the month. 
Donation baskets are outside Werner Lounge. Donation envelopes are available on the 
Welcome Centers. Please make checks out to CUMC with memo: Westfed. 
Thank you for supporting our neighborhood mission. 
 
 

Christmas in July 
Shoeboxes that CUMC has filled for children around the world have been distributed 
throughout the year.  This year we will be filling our boxes in July and storing them until 
the national collection dates in November. Please add this great program to your calendar 
by picking up a box on July 8 or 15 before or after worship. And, join us for a packing 
party on July 21 at 3 PM. Everyone is invited to bring supplies, choose from donated 
supplies and have fun packing many boxes together. Filled boxes are due back on July 
22. For details about what to pack checkout www.samaritanspurse.org/occ.  Questions? 
Contact Amy Morand awmorand@zoomtown.com. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

July 28th 

6:00pm-8:00pm 
 

 

 

Cheviot United Methodist Church (Fellowship Hall) 

3820 Westwood Northern Blvd. 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45211  
 

  

  “Coco” 
 
“Despite his family's generations-old ban on music, young Miguel dreams of becoming an accomplished 
musician like his idol Ernesto de la Cruz. Desperate to prove his talent, Miguel finds himself in the stunning 
and colorful Land of the Dead. After meeting a charming trickster named Héctor, the two new friends embark 
on an extraordinary journey to unlock the real story behind Miguel's family history.” 
 
FREE EVENT        Hosted by Cheviot United Methodist Youth Fellowship. 

Church Attendance 
 

Weekly Attendance      1st Service Avg      2nd Service Avg      Total 

April                121.8            29.2              151.0 

2018 Year to Date        115.6            30.2              145.8 

2018 Breakthrough Goal   151 

A mission offering will be taken on June 24 for the Parish Fund. This fund is managed by the Congrega-
tional Care Committee and the pastor. It provides assistance to members of the congregation in time of need. 
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Congratulations to Cincinnati's latest DAISY Honoree 
It is difficult to pick a specific situation in which Barb Decker 
demonstrated the I CARE principles because Barb exemplifies 
the VA's I CARE philosophy. Her dedication to our Veterans 
is apparent in her every interaction, and meeting their needs is 
her priority. Barb strives to make the CLC feel like home to 
vets, their family, and staff alike. She even decorates the unit 
for every holiday. The CLC Veterans truly adore her, and vice 
versa, Barb is also incredibly supportive of fellow employees. 
She is quick to jump in and help others where needed, and she 
does it with a smile. For the therapy team on an inpatient rehab 
unit, success is dependent on the backing of nursing services. 
We deliver the best care when nursing is committed to the re-
hab process and encourages vets to get moving. Barb is the 
perfect mix of compassion, and take no excuses, that our patients need. Barb is an incredibly hard worker and 
an excellent nurse. It is rare to see her sitting down at all throughout the day. Her energy and attitude inspire 
me and everyone in our unit, I would venture to say, Barb is one of the people that make our CLC the success 
it is and we're so fortunate to have her on board.  
 

This month in Cheviot UMC history 

The congregation actually began as a mission Sunday 
School. The Rev. J.G. Leuchauser, pastor of the 
Second United Brethren Church of Cincinnati, on 
Torrence Road, was motivated to start a mission 
Sunday School in the Cheviot community. A location 
was secured at the Junior Order Hall at the corner of 
Harrison and Lovell Avenues, where the Cheviot 
Municipal Building now stands. On June 6, 1909, the 
Sunday School began. It continued to be operated by 
members of the Second U.B. Church for several 
months, but the work became too heavy for the church 
to carry alone. The mission was turned over to the 
Miami Conference. Miss Mary S. Geeting, a deaconess from the M.E. Missionary Training School in 
Cincinnati was appointed to take charge. Although the Sunday School was in operation, a church had not yet 
been organized. 
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… Now 

6/1 Dave Hauser 

   Melanie McGill 

6/4 Kelly Kremer 

   Chris Schumacher 

6/6 Marcia Lucas 

   Karen Meiners 

   Ben Wessel 

6/7 Megan Wittich 

   Nancy Hucke 

6/8 Paula Long 

6/9 Sallie Krieg 

   Theresa Black 

6/13 Allan Cox 

6/14 Nathan Kremer 

    Kim Green 

6/16 Jayne Lash 

    Kathleen Grosse 

    Kathy Haskins-Benn 

6/18 Julie Struckman 

6/19 Cheryl Wilde 

    Alan Trueblood 

6/20 Johnathon Vanover 

    Eric Leary 

6/21 Marion Smith 

    Ruth Simmons 

6/22 John Hartley 

   Sandy Williamson 

6/24 Alexandra Lawson 

    Andrea Limke 

6/25 Morgan Woodward 

6/27 Walt Long 

 

B I R T H D A Y S  

A N N I V E R S A R I E S  

6/2/ Mark & Lori Roush 

6/5 Eric & Wendy Bruestle 

6/10 Matt & Cindy Bruestle 

6/11  George & Sandy Williamson 

 Chris & Linda Schumacher  

6/17  Charlie & Mary Ann Sparenberg 

 Mark & Lauren Phair 

6/19 Tom & Marilyn Pepple 

6/20  John & Lois Schalk-Hartley 

6/23 Dave & Sandy Hauser 

6/25 Don & Pat Francis 

 Sam & Jewel Roberts 

6/26 Phil & Anita Beason 

6/29   Chip & Peggy Cummings 

Automate your Giving 
 
The Stewardship and Finance Committee would like 
to encourage members to automate their giving. Just 
use your bank’s online banking feature to set up the 
Church as a Payee and then set up a regular gift 
monthly, semimonthly, biweekly, etc. If you don’t 
have online banking set up with your bank, visit your 
banking branch and they can show you how to do 
it. You can pick the day or days of the month that 
best fit your budget and no more writing checks on 
Sunday morning. If you have any questions, please 
contact Anna Lawson, Chair Stewardship and 
Finance, alawson94@fuse.net or 513-304-7370. 

Congratulations Graduates! 
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June 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 
8:00 AM Men's 

Bible Study 
8:00 AM Women's 

Bible Study 

3 
Graduation Sunday 
9:10 AM Traditional 

Worship 
10:20 AM Sunday School 

and Fellowship Time 
11:15 AM Contemporary 

Worship 

4 
1:00 PM Craft Club 
6:30 PM Mission Commit-

tee Mtg. 
7:00 PM Contemporary 

Worship Mtg. 
7:00 PM Mercy Group 
7:00 PM Trustee Commit-

tee Mtg. 

5 
2:00 PM Lydia Circle 

6 
9:15 AM SAM Grp. to 

Rumpke 

7 
7:30 AM Prayer 

Group 
7:00 PM Praise Team 

Practice 

8 9 
8:00 AM Men's 

Bible Study 

10 
9:10 AM Traditional 

Worship 
10:20 AM Sunday School 

and Fellowship Time 
11:15 AM Contemporary 

Worship 

11 
1:00 PM Craft Club 
7:00 PM Discipleship Mtg. 
7:00 PM Mercy Group 

12 
7:00 PM SPRC Meeting 

13 
6:30 PM - 8:45 PM VBS 

14 
7:30 AM Prayer 

Group 
6:30 PM - 8:45 PM 

VBS 

15 
12:30 PM S.A.M 

Luncheon 
6:30 PM - 8:00 

PM VBS Closing 

Family Night 

16 
8:00 AM Men's 

Bible Study 
8:00 AM Women's 

Bible Study 

17 
Father's Day 
9:10 AM Traditional 

Worship 
10:20 AM Sunday School 

and Fellowship Time 
11:15 AM Contemporary 

Worship 
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM Recital 

18 
1:00 PM Craft Club 
7:00 PM Mercy Group 

19 20 
6:30 PM Women's Book 

Club 
7:00 PM Spiritual Gifts 

Class 

21 
7:30 AM Prayer 

Group 
7:00 PM Praise Team 

Practice 

22 
6:00 PM Wedding 

Rehearsal 

23 
8:00 AM Men's 

Bible Study 

9:00 Matthew 25 

Ministries 
6:00 PM Wedding 

24 
9:10 AM Traditional 

Worship 
10:20 AM Sunday School 

and Fellowship Time 
11:15 AM Contemporary 

Worship 

25 
1:00 PM Craft Club 
7:00 PM Church Council 
7:00 PM Mercy Group 

26 
7:00 PM Sarah Circle 

27 
7:00 PM Spiritual Gifts 

Class 

28 
7:30 AM Prayer 

Group 
7:00 PM Praise Team 

Practice 

29 30 
8:00 AM Men's 

Bible Study 
8:00 AM Women's 

Bible Study 
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Worship Schedule 

Cheviot United Methodist Church Contact Info 

Carrie Jena, Pastor ................................... pastorcarrie123@gmail.com 

Lois Schalk-Hartley, Assoc. Pastor ............................. awriter@fuse.net  

Church Office/Prayer Requests ........................ office@cheviotumc.com 

Katie Golek & Ashley St. John, Youth Ministry ... youth@cheviotumc.com  

Juanita Woodburn, Flower Orders .................. flowers@cheviotumc.com 

Carol Gangwer, Choir.............................................. cgangwer@fuse.net 

Marcia Lucas, Bells ....................................... mslucas@zoomtown.com 

Amy Morand, Praise Team .......................... awmorand@zoomtown.com 

Anne Schummer, Children/Youth Choir/Bells .................. piano@fuse.net 

Paula Long, Preschool ............................................ luvkids75@aol.com 

Lynn Krebs, Facilities .......................................... lynn@cheviotumc.com 

Publicity ......................................... communications@cheviotumc.com 

9:10 a.m. 
Traditional Worship—Sanctuary 

 
10:20 a.m.  

Sunday School (All Ages) 
 

11:15 a.m. 
Contemporary Worship—Fellowship 

Hall 

Non-Profit Organization 

 


