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A Cheviot United Methodist Church Newsletter 

 Reprinted from Pastor Carrie’s on-line service of April 26th, 2020 

 

“We had hoped…” Luke 24:21 

 
    In April of 2020, the reality of the pandemic and 

what it would mean for our life and our church was 

just beginning to be revealed.  This happened to fall 

on the date when traditionally the church remembers 

the Emmaus road experience.  With the uncertainty 

that we were facing, this story couldn’t have been 

more perfectly timed.  I want to share with you a 

portion of the message that day in hopes that you will 

find peace and comfort for our journey ahead and 

some encouragement if you are experiencing some 

downcast faces in your life.  

    The Bible says that after Jesus’ crucifixion, death 

and burial, Jesus walked out of the tomb alive and was 

seen by many of his disciples. But on the same day, 

just 7 miles outside of the city, there were two men 

walking along the road who had not yet seen him for 

themselves. They were disciples of Jesus, but they had 

just been through something that shook their beliefs 

to the core.  Life had unfolded in a way that they 

weren’t prepared for and had no explanation for. Their 

predictable lives had suddenly become very 

unpredictable, uncertain and fearful. After seeing him 

hanging on a cross and being buried in a tomb, now 

they were doubting not just him, they were doubting 

themselves. These were two men of faith who were 

deeply troubled, their faces are downcast and they are 

walking along a road.  

    But something happened along that road to turn 

their downcast faces into burning hearts and shouts of 

praise.   What was it that happened along that road 

that turned their life around?    

    The problem began when something happened to 

them that rocked their world. The crucifixion of Jesus 

had caused them to doubt everything they knew and 

trusted. The Bible says that as they were talking 

among themselves about everything that had 

happened all at once, a stranger starts walking with 

them.  “What are you discussing as you walk along?”, 

he asked.  They stood still, their faces downcast.  One 

of them asked him, “Are you the only one visiting 

Jerusalem who does not know the things that have 

happened in these days?” “What things?”  the man 

asks him. “About Jesus of Nazareth,” they answered. 

And then they started to recite everything that they 

knew about him.  He was a prophet, powerful in word 

and deed before God and all the people.  But now, 

everything has fallen apart and we don’t know if any 

of that was true.   

    This was the cry of their heart.  This, above all was 

the problem that needed attention.  This is the cry of 

every heart when life doesn’t turn out the way that we 

expect.  When tragedy strikes.  When illness takes our 

loved ones.  When we are facing a pandemic with no 

end in sight.  This is the cry of every heart that has 

ever faced disappointment, discouragement and loss.   

    Fear, uncertainty, and confusion had caused them 

to not notice that the one that they yearned for was 

right in their midst. It was that His presence along the 

road that turned everything around for these two 

men.  The Bible says that after their encounter with 

the risen Christ—after their eyes were opened and 

they recognized Him, something profound happened 

to them and they returned to Jerusalem to worship 

him.  

    As I write this, there is still much uncertainty in our 

world.  We all seem to be waiting and watching for 

signs of the end of this pandemic, but nothing certain 

is known.  But, let us not forget that, just as those two 

men on the Emmaus Road, we are not alone.  The 

presence of Christ is with us to show himself and to 

renew our faith; to turn our downcast faces into faces 

of joy and devotion to Him.  May that promise sustain 

us until we meet again in person.   

 

See you in church, 

 

“The Road To Emmaus: From Downcast to Devoted.”  

June 2020 
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June 

Birthdays to Celebrate 
 

1-Jun    Dave Hauser & Melanie McGill 

4-Jun    Kelly Kremer & Chris Schumacher 

6-Jun    Marcia Lucas, Ben Wessel & 

Karen Meiners 

7-Jun    Nancy Hucke & Megan Wittich 

8-Jun    Paula Long 

9-Jun    Theresa Black, Sallie Krieg & 

Jim Scheibling 

13-Jun   Allan Cox 

14-Jun   Kim Green & Nathan Kremer 

16-Jun   Kathy Haskins-Benn, 

Kathleen Grosse & Jayne Lash 

18-Jun   Julie Struckman 

19-Jun   Cheryl Wilde 

20-Jun   Johnathon Vanover 

21-Jun   Ruth Simmons & Marion Smith 

22-Jun   John Hartley 

24-Jun   Alexandra Lawson & Arlene Meyer 

25-Jun   Morgan Woodward 

27-Jun   Ferd Lohman & Walt Long 

June 

Anniversaries  to Celebrate 
 

10-Jun   Matt & Cindy Bruestle 

11-Jun   Chris & Linda Schumacher 

17-Jun   Mark & Lauren Phair and 

Charlie & Mary Ann Sparenberg 

19-Jun   Tom & Marilyn Pepple 

20-Jun   John Hartley & Lois Schalk-Hartley 

25-Jun   Don & Pat Francis 

26-Jun   Anita & Phil Beason 

27-Jun   Terry & Pann Webb 

29-Jun   Chip & Peggy Cummings 

29-Jun   Jim & Barb Scheibling 

Westfed Food Pantry Update 
 

To the congregation of 

Cheviot United Methodist Church, 

 

    THANK YOU for your response to the 

Westfed Pantry Food Drive organized by the 

Women of Hope.  Because of your generosity, 

we had enough supplies to accommodate the 

needy families in our neighborhood in May.  It 

has been a challenge to stock the shelves since 

we aren’t able to order in bulk at this time and 

many of our staple items have purchase limits. 

    Our website on Facebook, search 

Westfed-Food-Pantry, will have updates on 

churches and community groups who are having 

food drives.  Donations also may be dropped off 

at the Gamble Nippert YMCA (call 513-544-5496 

from the parking lot) weekdays from 8am to 

6pm. 

    We appreciate your continued support at this 

difficult time. 

Barb Nieman, President 

Linda Wright, Treasurer 

Sue Kindervater, Secretary 

Help Provide Protective Face Masks 
 

Dear Church Family, 

    When we return to church services, masks will be new attire to our 

Sunday morning dress. Many of you likely have masks by now, some 

may not. The crafters are indeed a "crafty bunch", however not all of 

us know what to do with a sewing machine! 

    We are asking that anyone who would like to sew masks please do 

so. Vickie Groh has agreed to come to your house to pick up the masks

--contact her:  513.661.5852 or vgroh@zoomtown.com 

    As we start services in the church building again, these masks will 

be available for anyone who needs one. 

Thank you and we WILL be together again. 

Virtual Coffee (or Tea) 

With Pastor Carrie 
 

    Put on the coffee (or tea) pot and let’s get to-

gether online to catch up!Beginning Monday, June 

1 and again Monday, June 15, I will be available by 

Zoom for a small group chat with up to 6 people. If 

you would like to join one of these groups, e-mail 

Paula Long: communications@cheviotumc.com by 

May 27 and let her know of your interest.  Once we 

receive your e-mail, you will receive an invite to a 

Zoom meeting by sending you the link that you 

need to connect to the meeting. Just click on the 

link and you will be directed to the meeting. 

    I am looking forward to sharing a cup and 

conversation with you soon. 

Until then, He is near. 

Pastor Carrie 



 3820 Westwood Northern Blvd. |  513-662-2048 |  

 

 Jesus, Gentle Shepherd                                                by Lois Schalk-Hartley 

    At my home church, Fairmount United 

Methodist, there is a beautiful stained-glass 

window of Jesus holding a little lamb in His 

arms.  I have looked at that window many 

times and wondered if I could be the one in 

His arms that He is holding so tenderly. I have 

wanted to be. 

 

    Why is it that Jesus uses the parable of the 

sheep and shepherd in the New Testament? 

How do we compare to “sheep” in general? 

You may already know that sheep 

are very dumb animals! Perhaps 

even the dumbest of animals. They 

live in flocks and are stressed when 

they are separated from their flock. 

 

    They are timid, defenseless and 

helpless. They are totally dependent 

on the shepherd and learn to 

recognize their shepherd. They 

learn the voice of their shepherd 

and follow Him. 

The good shepherd leads them, 

leads them to food and water and 

finds a good place for them to rest.  

Soooo....what does this have to do with today 

and what is going on in our world? 

 

    If there was ever a time when we needed 

someone to lead us it is today. We are lost in 

many ways right now and we do not know 

what the future holds. There are many out 

there who want to be a “shepherd” and claim 

to know the way for us to go but they are not 

true shepherds, they are false ones. 

 

    How do we know the true shepherd?? Check 

out the Gospel of John chapter 10:1-14. Read 

it carefully and you will find the “True” 

Shepherd. The True Shepherd protects His 

sheep. He calls them by name, and He leads 

them into safe places. The sheep know His 

voice and because of that they feel safe in 

following Him. The shepherd loves His sheep 

so much that He laid down His life for them. 

 

    Thank the Lord for pastors like Pastor 

Carrie and other pastors who know this True 

Shepherd and amid all that is going on in our 

world are leading us in the right direction.  

Safety, peace, comfort, supplying our needs, 

leading us in the many decisions we need to 

make, our True Shepherd is guiding us and 

helping us and often does so through His 

servants, yes, His sheep. 

 

    As I mentioned before, John and I sing 

hymns each night and I have found one song 

that I end with and it has become our 

personal “signature” song. It is simply titled, 

“Gentle Shepherd”. The words are powerful 

and so appropriate for this day and time. If 

you can go online, you can listen to someone 

sing it. For now, read the words and see how 

it fits the needs in your life today. 

 

“Gentle Shepherd” 

Gentle Shepherd, come and lead us 

for we need You to help us find our 

way. 

Gentle Shepherd, come and feed us, 

for we need Your strength from day 

to day. 

There’s no other we can turn to 

who can help us face 

another day. 

 

Gentle Shepherd, come and lead us 

for we need You to help us find our way. 

 

    Perhaps just like real sheep who are 

stressed when they are separated from their 

flock so are we as we are separated from our 

“family of God”. It has not been easy and 

thank the Lord for the many tools and ways 

we have today to communicate with each 

other.  But it is not the same. And when we 

are able to be back together it will be quite 

different for now.  

 

    Lean hard on the one line in this song that 

speaks to me so much- -  

“There’s no other we can turn to who can help 

us face another day”! 

 

    Come, Gentle Shepherd, come and may we 

hear You call our name, and may we know 

Your voice as You lead us in Your paths each 

and very day. God be with you, my friends. 

May our Gentle Shepherd hold you close in His 

loving arms. 
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Cheviot United Methodist Church has a long history of supporting the Interfaith Hospitality 

Network (IHN), which works to provide temporary housing for families and break the cycle of 

homelessness.  Westwood United Methodist shelters families 5-6 times per year and 

Cheviot United Methodist Church helps with the Friday evening meals during these stays. 

 

    We are currently looking for someone to step in the coordinator role for Cheviot United 

Methodist Church volunteers. The main responsibility is to gather 1-2 volunteers to prepare and 

serve meals on Friday evenings for 6-12 IHN guests at the Westwood United Methodist Church.  

The remaining dates for 2020 are August 28 and November 13 (the current COVID crisis may 

alter this). The Friday evening time commitment is 5:30 until around 7pm. 

 

    If you would like to help coordinate this effort at Cheviot United Methodist Church or just 

want more information, please contact Vicki Groh:    513.661.5852  ;  vgroh@zoomtowm.com 

Here We Go Again... 

Reading the Bible in a year (or two) 
 

Because "normal" is not going to happen for a 

while, we will continue using the ZOOM App. 

 

We will have virtual Zoom Meetings  

June 4 & June 25, at 7pm. 

 

Please do the following before the June 4 

meeting: 

•  Read: Exodus 31-40 & Mark 1-12 

 

Please do the following before the June 25 

meeting: 

•  Read: Mark 13-16 & Leviticus 1-18 

 

 

If you are interested in joining us, 

e-mail Pam: peoutt@cinci.rr.com 

to get the information & 

receive a ZOOM Meeting invite. 

Saturday Morning Women's 

Bible Study 
 

COVID-19 Plan is still in place:   

    We began our new study, The Joshua 

Code by O. S. Hawkins, April 4—but you 

can join us at any time. 

 

    We are currently meeting Saturday 

mornings using the Zoom app. 

 

    If you would like to join us, please 

send a note to Pam Outt: 

peoutt@cinci.rr.com 

and we will get you on the invite list to 

join us. 

 

    Here are the readings for the next few 

weeks: 

 

June 6 - Galatians 5:22-23 

June 13 - Jeremiah 33:3 

June 20 - 1st Corinthians 10:13 

June 27 - Philippians 1:6 
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Service Opportunity 
 

    We are looking for someone 

to learn how to operate the 

sound systems at church. 

 

    We also need backup 

people for our sound system 

operators. We will train you to 

operate the systems. 

 

    If you would like to 

volunteer, please contact 

Dick Becker: 

becker_rc@yahoo.com 

Graduate Recognition 

 
If you are graduating from High School or College this Spring, we would like to recognize 

you during the church services sometime in June. 

 

Please call the Church Office at 662-2048 with your name, and where you are graduating 

from. 

 

    If possible, please send a picture.  The church address is 3820 Westwood Northern Blvd., 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45211. And, congratulations! 

Volunteer for the Phone Ministry to our 

Cheviot United Methodist Church Congregation 
 

    During these difficult and uncertain times, more than ever 

we need to be mindful of one another in our congregation. 

There are many in our church who are elderly and live alone, 

members who have experienced the passing of a loved one or 

members who live alone. 

 

    Ministry Council has organized a telephone ministry 

whereby members of the congregation volunteer to call other 

members who need our love and care. 

 

    If you are willing to be a volunteer contact Linda Page who 

will give you names and phone numbers of those who need 

reminded that they are loved and not forgotten at this time. 

You can contact Linda at 513.574.1853. 

    Stay well and stay strong. 

    The Women of Hope would 
like to thank everyone for the 
great response to our April 
food drive. We received $770 

in Kroger gift cards for IHN. 
We received over 150 rolls of 
toilet paper and all kinds of 
canned goods for the Westfed 
Food Pantry which helped to 
stock the shelves for their May 
distribution dates. We were 

also able to send items down 
to the women who are 

participating in change court 
right now. Such an awesome 
response! 
Thank you! Thank you! 
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The GOOD Book Club 

of the Month! 
 
    Since we have no word on when the 

church will be “open for meetings”, this will 

be a ZOOM event. An e-mail will then be 

sent out with the Zoom Invite instructions. 

 

    Each group discussion will focus on a 

nonfiction book that is spiritually based, 

often revolving around current topics, by 

more recent authors. 

 

    Purchase the book, read it and join us for 

a spiritual discussion filled with different 

insights and for sure, much laughter!! 

 

The scheduled reading are: 

June 24 -- One Perfect Word 

by Deborah McComber 

 

July 29 -- Dream Like Jesus 

by Rebecca Simon Peter. 
[All books are available for purchase on Amazon] 

 

Feel free to bring a friend with you! 

 

Questions? 

Contact: 

Vicki Groh 

vgroh@zoomtown.com 

Pam Outt 

peoutt@cinci.rr.com 

or 

Mary Ann Jacobs 

majacobs@ritter-randolph.com 

Update from Children’s Ministry 
 

    While we have been worshiping and spend-

ing time with God from our homes, the 

Children’s Ministry Team has been working to 

send home materials for families to use. 

 

    Each week we have sent out a devotional 

from STOP-and-GO Devotional: 52 Devotions 

for Busy Families by Diane Stortz ; illustrated 

by Hannah Marks.  Diane Stortz has actually 

visited Cheviot United Methodist Church, so 

we were happy to be able to support Diane at 

this time!  Each week we provided a Bible 

story, questions to think about, a prayer, and 

an activity to do as a family. 

     

    Missy also helped coordinate letters to the 

shut-ins from the kids in our congregation.  

Our kiddos have been hard at work making 

sure everyone received a letter while we’ve 

been home. 

 

    Look elsewhere in this month’s Crossbeams 

for information about 

Backyard VBS: 

Bolt! Towards Faith in Jesus! 

 

We’re really excited about this as it’s a 

four-day program that is sure to fit any 

family’s needs! 

 

    We can’t wait to see everyone! 
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Backyard VBS: Bolt! Towards Faith in Jesus [June 15 thru June 18] 

 

This year, we are going to try a different approach to 

Vacation Bible School.  

No volunteers required- only participants--of any age!   

 

Beginning Monday, June 15, we are going to send a link for 

one video each day of Vacation Bible School.  Families will 

have the option to watch it first thing in the morning, any 

time during their day, or at the end of the night, although 

don't do it too late, as there are fun activities to do outside and it would be more fun with the sun 

up!  We’ll send out videos daily for you to watch at your leisure.  You can complete each activity at 

your own pace.  After our three days of VBS at home, we’ll meet up, via ZOOM, Thursday, June 18 

to talk about all the fun we had! 

 

We will also prepare supply bags so that families have everything they’ll need to complete each task 

every day! 

 

To participate in Vacation Bible School 2020, we 

will need e-mail addresses to arrange the ZOOM 

meeting and get you the videos.  

Contact Missy: moots68@gmail.com 

Sharing Our Blessings 

    Sharing our blessings with others is one form of expressing praise and thanksgiving to God 

for all that He provides us.  In April, the Women of Hope conducted a very successful food and 

gift card drive.  A completely loaded van delivered much needed food supplies to the Westfed 

Food Pantry and over $700 is Kroger Gift Cards were donated for the Interfaith Hospitality 

Network.  We have been reminded that sharing our beliefs and blessings within our church body 

is just as important as our efforts to be Christ based servants to others who are less fortunate.   

Social distancing and stay-at-home directives have curtailed our ability to be physically present 

in the community.  CUMC has responded by using social media to bring messages of hope to 

our members.  These messages have averaged an estimated 160 full views per week through 

April, reaching out and touching an estimated 250+ individuals who are looking for good news 

in a time of great uncertainty.  This is 100 more people than our average in church attendance 

prior to the stay-at-home orders. 

     

    Our Children and Youth Ministries team has maintained contact with our children and youth.  

The children have received activities designed for home use and VBS will use an at home 

program this June to keep our children safe and engaged in church. 

    

    The steadfast commitment of our church family to supporting the ministry and mission of 

CUMC during the COVID-19 pandemic has enabled our church to continue to provide ministries 

and retain staff.  We give thanks to you and praise to God for your support. 

Our financial support through April:   

Monthly Tithes & Offerings goal: $30,100.00 

Average per month: $30,307.00 

Total monthly mission offerings: $1,963.75 

Total Designated Giving for all Missions: $3,619.75 

     

    We will be continuing our ministry and missions within the boundaries established by our 

need to be socially responsible.  This includes maintaining and supporting our staff so that we 

are able to continue ministering to our congregation and are prepared to serve others when 

opportunities arise.  It is through faith that we believe those who are able will continue to 

provide financial support for CUMC in this uncertain time. 
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Our vision is to connect and serve all people so that lives are transformed 

and empowered through the love of Christ.  

3820 Westwood Northern Blvd. 
Cincinnati, Ohio  45211-2597 
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A Message from Pastor Carrie — June 2020 
     

Dear CUMC Family, 

    I pray that you are staying home and doing well during these potentially stressful times. 

Although our building remains closed, Church is Open.  My Sunday messages may be viewed 

online from the comfort of your own home by going to www.youtube.com and typing 

“Carrie Jena” in the search bar.  Be watching your all-church e-mail for a copy of the lyrics to 

the songs that we will sing. We would love for you to sing along with us! Remember to subscribe 

to the page by clicking the “subscribe” button. Also, you can send this video to friends and 

family on any of your social media platforms by clicking “Share”.  I would like to 

extend a special thank you to Jeff Jena, Miles Jena, and Greg Goodwin for their help in filming 

the services. 

    If you know someone in our church family who may not know how to navigate their 

computer, would you take a moment and give them a call and teach them how to do it? Also, if 

this message is helpful to you, would you help us share it with others by clicking on the arrow 

under the video screen called “Share”. Then you can post it to your Facebook, Instagram, or 

e-mail so that others can be blessed. 

    Procedures are being developed to have Sunday services once again and we will continue 

posting video services for those unable to attend.  You can view the videos via the Web at: 

https://www.cheviotumc.com/copy-of-sermon-archives-1 

    I pray that you are staying home, staying healthy and staying encouraged until we meet 

again. 

God is Near, 

Pastor Carrie 


