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A Cheviot United Methodist Church Newsletter 

    “For unto us a child is born, to us a son is 
given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders…” Isaiah 9:6 
 
    After a season of constant change in our 
lifestyle, our government, our finances, our 
health, our church, and just about everything else 
that we have come to rely on, we come to the 
end of this year wondering, “Is there anything 
that hasn’t changed?”  
 
    Thank God, we are entering the season of 
Advent.  Because it is during this season where 
we remember the One who is constant in our life 
when nothing else is.   
 
    A quote by J.I. Packer in Packer on the 
Christian Life says, “Whatever cultural shifts take 
place around us, whatever socio-political 
concerns claim our attention, whatever anxieties 
we may feel about the church as an institution, 
Jesus Christ crucified, risen, reigning, and now in 
the power of his atonement, calling, drawing, 
welcoming, pardoning, renewing, strengthening, 
preserving, and bringing joy, remains the heart of 
the Christian message, the focus of Christian 
worship, and the fountain of Christian life.  Other 
things may change.  This does not.”  
 
    This is our hope and our strength in the midst 
of great change and uncertainty.  That’s why this 
year, our Advent series is all about Jesus.  This 
year, our Advent series is called “Incarnation: 
Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas.  In 
this series we will explore the deep meaning of 
the many names given to Jesus, the One who 
was sent in the flesh to be our hope and our 
peace.  
 
    According to Adam Hamilton, the name 
“Incarnation” comes from a Latin word that 
means “embodiment” or “becoming flesh”.  This 
word reminds us that God did not just inspire 
Jesus or speak through Jesus as he might inspire 
or speak through people today.  No, Incarnation 
claims that God actually became flesh in Jesus in 
order to be with us in the flesh.  
 
 

    Let’s remember today the things that will not 
change regardless of election results, the state of 
Covid-19, the condition of our economy, or 
anything else.  Jesus Christ is still the focus of 
our worship.  Jesus Christ is risen and reigning, 
greater than all the others, and above all others.  
And whether you and I feel devastated or elated, 
Romans 8:28 tells us that “In all things, God 
works for the good of those who love him, who 
have been called according to his purpose.”  
 
    It is OK to grieve.  It is OK to doubt.  It is OK 
to dislike change.  But we can rest securely in the 
knowledge of the unchanging nature of our Lord 
who will be with us through every change.  
Because of this, even in the midst of great 
disruption, we will emerge stronger and more 
faithful than before. 
 
 
 
 

See you in church or on screen! 

 

Remembering What Will Not Change Today or Ever 

December 2020 
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December 
Birthdays to Celebrate 

 
7-Dec  Lydia Ackermann, Larry Benken, 

Nancy Mohr & Larry Spitzmueller 
8-Dec    Mary Smith 
9-Dec    Denny Meyer 
11-Dec  Evelyn Frischmann 
17-Dec  Tim Krebs 
18-Dec  Bentley Goebel & Grace Miller 
24-Dec  Jason Miller 
26-Dec  Marilyn Pepple 
27-Dec  Trent McGinnis 

December 
Anniversaries  to Celebrate 

 
3-Dec    Mark Woodward & Vicki Groh 
5-Dec    Tim & Julie Krebs 
14-Dec  Phil & Martha Brice 
18-Dec  Walt & Paula Long 
27-Dec  Chuck & Jan Cummings 
28-Dec  Doug & Vicky Johnston 

   

Lois Schalk Hartley Retirement 
 

Dear Cheviot United Methodist Church community, 
 
    It is with mixed emotions that we announce the 
retirement of Lois Schalk-Hartley.  We never thought 
that this day would come, but December 31, 2020 will 
be her last day as part of our church staff.  Lois has 
served our church for many years in the capacity of 
Christian Education Director and more recently an 
Associate Pastor. 
    Lois, we thank you for your outstanding service. 
 
    Although we will miss her leadership, Lois has 
promised not to be a stranger.  She has more than 
earned this time to spend with her dear husband, 
John.  Please join the Staff Parish Relations Committee 
along with Pastor Carrie and the entire congregation in 
sending our best to Lois during this well-deserved new 
chapter in her life. 
   
    Please stay tuned for an upcoming event to honor 
Lois Schalk-Hartley’s service. 

Dear Cheviot UMC,  
    Every night, hundreds of Cincinnati families have no safe place to turn.  They stay 
temporarily on the couches of friends and family, sleep in their cars, or turn to the streets.  
Homelessness can happen to anyone.  Two out of three people that Interfaith Hospitality 
Network Of Greater Cincinnati servers are children who 
become homeless with their families. 
 
    Your gift of $770 worth of Kroger gift cards on May 7 
brings hope to parents and children in need.  Your 
in-kind donations free up vital operating dollars to go to 
our programs and services.  Thanks to you, 
IHNGC is able to work with families to develop a 
detailed plan and get things back on track.  Within a 
month, 95% are in safe homes, with resources and 
support to keep them stable over the long run. 
 
Thank you so much for joining with us.  The lives of 
children just like Sam and Mia are better because of 
you. 
 
    With Gratitude, 
Stacey Burge, Executive Director 
513.471.1100 ext.113 
stacey@ihncincinnati.org 

CHEVIOT SCHOOL FOOD DISTRIBUTION! 
  
    Cheviot School is going remote learning and we 
have been asked again to do food distribution for 
UMC Foods. The dates are:  December 2, 9 & 16. 
  The hours are different this time -- 7am to 12pm. 
    Because of the early hour and longer period, we 
have decided to split the shifts. The shifts will be 
7am to 9:30am & 9:30am to 12pm -- 
for the overachievers in the church, 7am to 12pm. 
    We need volunteers for all shifts. 
    What is involved?  Getting children’s names, 
greeting the people and handing out boxes of food.  
Most importantly, showing the children and their 
families that we are supporting them and Cheviot 
School.  If you can volunteer, please e-mail Paula 
Long: communications@cheviotumc.com, or call 
Paula: 513.807.9446 or Mary Ann Jacobs: 
513.604.5821 

    Thank you and let’s pray 
for warm, sunny weather!!!! 
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God’s Great Rescue Plan--Love Came Down At Christmas    by Lois Schalk-Hartley 

    We read the story of Hosea and Gomer in 
the Bible and wonder what kind of love Hosea 
had for such a wayward wife as Gomer.  With 
her marriage to Hosea she now has a future.  
They have three children and things are 
looking good.  But it does not last, and Gomer 
goes back into the life she had before Hosea.  
She ends up on the auction block, for sale.  
God tells Hosea to go and buy her back.  In 
the presence of all his neighbors he buys 
Gomer back, his wife and the mother of his 
children.  He bought back the one who was 
lost.  This is a picture of “redemption” in its 
purest form. 

    Redemption was the means by which a lost 
family member was restored to a place of 
security within the “kinship circle”.  This was 
the patriarch’s responsibility. 

    God, the Father lost His children in the 
Garden of Eden.  In John 3:16, we read that 
the Father chose to pay whatever ransom was 
required to redeem His lost children.  He sent 
the most cherished member of His household, 
His own cherished Son, to come and give His 
life for the children He had created, lost in sin! 

    The Father’s goal, to 
restore the lost family 
members to His 
household so that where 
He is, His children will be 
also.  Father God is 
buying back His wayward 
children, lost in sin by 
sending Jesus to “give His 
life as a ransom” for all 
those who will believe in 
Him and receive Jesus as 
their Lord and Savior. 

    So it is that one night 
the ordinary became 
extraordinary and God the Son was born in a 
stable on a bed of hay in a manger.  He was 
sent from His Father as the great Rescue Plan 
of all time!! 

    You see, God wants His “original intent”, 
the people of God, living in the place God 
chose, dwelling in the presence of God, face to 
face to come full circle.  In other words, God’s 
original intent when it has come full circle will 
be His final intent. 

    And this can only happen if our sin is paid 
for.  Since we cannot pay the price for our 
own sin, God, loving us so much more than we 
can comprehend put into effect His great 
rescue plan!  

    The Bible tells us in the New Testament that 
Mary would call His name “Jesus” for He 
would save His people from their sins.  When 
this world has ended, and God creates the 
New Heaven and the New Earth God’s 
redemption plan will be complete.  All those 
who have received Jesus as their personal 
Savior will live on the New Earth in the 
presence of our God forever!  Our God will 
never give up on His plan for His children. 

    Does this sound like a Christmas 
devotional?  It really is.  Do we realize that no 
matter what happens on this earth, our God is 
not up there wringing His Hands wondering 
what to do?  His will and His plan will come 
full circle and we will live with Him forever. 

Do you see what I see? 
God’s great and loving rescue plan. 

Do you know what I know? 
God lives in all those who choose Jesus. 

Do you hear what I hear? 
The trumpet will sound, and Jesus will come 

for His children. 

    Christmas is not all 
about “presents”.  It is all 
about having the 
“presence” of Jesus living 
in us through His Holy 
Spirit and spreading His 
love in this world.  Yes, 
the babe in the manger is 
the “Great Creator Who 
came to be our Savior”.  
Down from His glory He 
came to rescue us from 
this cursed world.  Oh, 
how He loves you and me.   

As John loves this song, I share the best part: 

“There’s room at the cross for you, there’s 
room at the cross for you.  Though millions 

have come, there is still room for one.  There 
is room at the cross for you”. 

    

Come into my heart, Lord Jesus, 
there is room in my heart for You! 
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Saturday Morning 
Women's Bible Study 

 
 All woman are welcome to join the Saturday 

Morning Woman's Bible Study. 
Invite friends & relatives, too !! 

 We have resumed meeting every other 
Saturday, using the ZOOM app. 

 We begin at 8am and finish around 9:15am 
 

Our Next Readings from 
The Joshua Code: 

52 Scripture Verses 
Every Believer Should Know 

by O. S. Hawkins are: 
 

December 5       Joshua 1:8 & Matthew 5:41 
 

December 19     Ruth 1:16 & Acts 1:8 
 
Questions? Contact-- 
Vicki Groh: vgroh@zoomtown.com 
 
Mary Ann Jacobs: majacobs@ritter-randolph.com 
 

or 
 

Pam Outt: peoutt@cinci.rr.com 
 
Feel free to begin joining us at any time. 

Thursday Evening 
Women’s Bible Study 

 
The Bible Study, open to all women, 

Is Entitled 
Here We Go Again…Reading the Bible in a 

Year…or Two. 
 

We currently meet every 1st and 4th 
Thursday, 7pm to 8:30pm via ZOOM. 

Should this change, an all church e-mail will be 
sent out with revised meeting location and 

other information 
 
    We are using the book A Women’s Guide to 
Reading the Bible in a Year by Diane Stortz. 
We will not finish in one year (more like two 
years), but the wonderful thing about the Bible 
is that you can always join in at any time. 
 
New members are always welcome to join us. 

 
Questions? Contact -- 

Pam Outt: peoutt@cinci.rr.com 
 

 
December 3 
Joshua 13-24 & Romans 1-9 

 
December 24 

Merry Christmas Eve – No Class 
 

 "The Bible is the only book whose Author is 
always present when one reads it”. --Anonymous 

         The GOOD Book Club 
of the Month! 

 
We are taking a holiday break for December. 
    In January, our selection will be The Gift of 
Years by Joan Chittister.  How do we look at and 
use our gifts as the years click by?  God’s gifts to 
each of us never cease or fade, but how we use 
them may be a new adventure as we ponder 
them with a different insight.  A refreshing book 
on aging in the “second-half of life”. 
 

Join us, 7pm, for what is always a lively 
discussion! **NOTE NEW TIME: 7pm** 

 
    We will announce each month whether we will 
be together via Zoom or in person. 
 

Questions? 
 

Contact: 
Vicki Groh 

vgroh@zoomtown.com 
or 

Mary Ann Jacobs 
majacobs@ritter-randolph.com 

Men's Bible Study 
 
The Men's Bible Study is currently meeting via 
ZOOM Saturday's at 8am. 
 

E-mail Mark Woodward: 
markwoodward082@gmail.com 

for the link. 

A Special Word of Thanks to Katie Golek 
 
    Cheviot United Methodist Church would like 
to thank Katie Golek for her 8 years of service 
as our Nursery Coordinator. Katie and those 
who served under her leadership were a faithful 
and responsible presence in our nursery each 
week and made it possible for parents to feel 
confident leaving their little ones in our care. 
We now look forward to Katie and her growing 
family continuing to be a regular presence in 
our worship each week.  
    Due to Covid-19, our nursery has not been 
in operation for several months. As soon as the 
threat lessens, we look forward to re-opening 
our nursery. We will have a special service of 
thanks for Katie in worship in early 2021.  

 
Staff Parish Relations Committee  
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Sandwiches for Our Daily Bread 
 

     We have such a dedicated team of “sandwich warriors” for Our Daily Bread.  Thank you so much for 
your faithfulness in this mission!  You are so appreciated by the hundreds who receive the sandwiches 
you make each month. 
 
    To give you an idea of the effect the pandemic has had.......before March, the average number 
served daily at ODB was around 400.  Currently, between 700 and 800 are being served daily. 
 
    Our December “Sandwich Day” will be Thursday, December 17.  We will be making all sandwiches at 
home, and will deliver them to church from 9:30am to 10:30am. 
 

    If you plan to make sandwiches this December, please contact Barb Scheibling 
[ jwscheibling@fuse.net ] by Sunday, December 13, to let her know if you will 
make PB&J, or meat and cheese (no meat that contains pork).  A reminder will be 
sent via church e-mail as we get closer to the 17th with more specific details for 
any newcomers. 
 
 

Blessings!   Women’s Ministry 

 December Mission Offerings 
 
    Here at Cheviot United Methodist Church, we have a tradition of collecting the Christmas 
mission offering throughout the month of December.  At the end of the month, the total given 
is divided equally among 3 different mission.  This year the mission offering will go to IHN, 
Prince of Peace Meal Ministry and Westfed Food Pantry. 
    All 3 of these ministries are interfaith efforts and focus on serving the poor and homeless in 
Cincinnati: 
 
IHN: Interfaith Hospitality Network provides Emergency Shelter and housing programs for 
homeless families in Cincinnati, Ohio and surrounding areas.  It provides the tools, resources, 
and support that families need to overcome homelessness and achieve long-term stability.  
Over 100 congregations of a variety of faiths participate in this community effort.  Cheviot 
United Methodist Church has assisted with meals when the families are housed 
at Westwood United Methodist Church. 
 
Prince of Peace Meal Ministry:  Prince of Peace is a Lutheran Church serving the poor and 
homeless in Over the Rhine, serving meals throughout the week.  Cheviot United Methodist 
Church has helped to prepare and serve the Sunday morning breakfast.  This breakfast 
ministry is continuing during the pandemic as this church continues to serve its neighbors. 
 
Westfed Food Pantry: This is an interfaith effort to provide food to area residents in need of 
assistance.  Cheviot United Methodist Church has helped 
to provide items to stock the shelves and we have 
recently started monthly food drives.  The money 
received is used to help fill in the gaps in items that are 
donated. 
 
    Donations can be placed in the offering plates set out 

for each service or sent to: 
 

Cheviot United Methodist Church 
3820 Westwood Northern Boulevard 
Cincinnati, OH 45211 
 
write “December Mission offering” in the memo line 
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Youth Group Update 
 
    Cheviot United Methodist Church would like to thank Katie Golek and 
Ashley Rhodes for their faithful leadership of our youth program for the past 
5 years.  We believe that their heart for youth and their efforts in planning, 
leading, and loving our youth will have lasting effect for the youth who 
participated. One of our former youth leaders said, “Twenty years from now, 
you will meet one of your youth group kids with their families and they will 
be so glad to see you.  All of those good feelings will come back. 
    Katie and Ashley’s last meeting with our youth will be December 13 for 
the youth Christmas party.  Our CUMC youth group will then take a break through the winter months 
as we navigate the ever-changing challenges of Covid-19 and look for new leadership.  When the 
threat has lifted, Cheviot United Methodist Church will re-launch our youth group in the Spring of 2021.  
If you see Katie and Ashley, please offer them a word of thanks and we will be praying for God’s 
blessing upon them and their Growing families. 
    We pray that Katie and Ashley and their families will continue to be a part of Cheviot United 
Methodist Church in the years ahead.  
    We will be having a special time of thanks for Katie and Ashley during worship in January 2021 
 

Staff Parish Relations Committee     

Sharing Our Blessings 
 

    Throughout this year of COVID-19 uncertainty our church family has not only remained 
actively engaged in service to others but has expanded our ministry programs in the 
community.  Sharing our blessings and talents with those around us creates opportunities for us to 
build relationships with all people and to share the love of Jesus.  Cheviot United Methodist Church 
continues to provide a message of faith in God, love for our neighbors, and hope for the future. 
    Another way Cheviot United Methodist Church is successfully reaching out to the community and 
our members is through in-person worship and weekly YouTube sermon videos that have drawn 
individuals to become new members of Cheviot United Methodist Church.  Through October, these 
weekly messages have been received by an average of 180 individuals who are looking for good 
news in a time of great uncertainty.  The Children’s Ministry team continues to send packets of 
do-at-home activities to stay engaged with the children participating in JAM and Sunday School. 
    It is the steadfast commitment of our church family to support the vision of Cheviot United 
Methodist Church during this year that has enabled our church to continue ministry programs and 
retain staff.  We give thanks to you and praise to God for your support. 
    Our financial support and expenses through October are summarized below:   

Monthly Tithes & Offerings goal per month:  $30,100 
Average Tithes & Offerings per month: $26,796 
Total monthly mission offerings:  $4,702.75 
Total designated giving for all Missions:  $15,799.75 
Average expenses per month: $27,425 

    Our financial support this year has been similar to last year.  Our expenses have been lower than 
expected, in part due to the restrictions imposed by COVID-19.  The Stewardship & Finance 
Committee has faith that our end of year giving will rebound sufficiently to cover our 2020 
expenses. 
    Cheviot United Methodist Church is continuing our ministry and missions within the 
boundaries established by our need to be socially responsible.  This includes maintaining and 
supporting our staff so that we are able to continue ministering to our congregation and are 
prepared to serve others when opportunities arise. 

Celebrate the Season 
  
Blue Christmas Service 
December 6, 7:30pm, in the Sanctuary 
 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service 
10:30pm   Pre-Service Music 
11pm   Candlelight Service 
 
 

 
 
Contemporary Christmas Service 
on YouTube -- search "Carrie Jena" 
link will be sent via e-mail by December 23 
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Westfed Food Pantry Update 
 

Thank you for your continued support of our neighborhood pantry. 
 

All unexpired, non-perishable foods, cleaning products, and toiletries are welcome. 
We particularly need hot chocolate mix to be used as part of the pantry’s holiday 

meal distribution.  Non-perishable items requested are cereal, peanut butter, jelly 
(plastic jars please), canned fruits, vegetables and meat, toilet paper, paper towels, and 
cleaning products.  Pork and beans, toothpaste, spaghetti and spaghetti sauce (plastic or 
metal cans) are always needed.  An added bonus would be having the items placed into 
paper bags.  The food pantry uses paper bags to distribute to families. 

 
If you have extra 2021 calendars, we’ll gladly distribute them in December. 

 
 

Items may be left in the Westfed baskets outside Werner Lounge or brought to neighborhood food drives 
listed on our Facebook page: 

  https://www.facebook.com/Westfed-Food-Pantry-683028575069765 
 

Monetary donations may be made through the church. 
[ checks made out to CUMC with memo:  Westfed ] 

Donations Can Be Tricky 
 

    While we appreciate EVERYTHING our generous congregation is doing to support the Westfed Food 
Pantry, some donations are more useful than others.  Many Westfed visitors are seniors who live alone.  
A few live in the immediate neighborhood and walk to the pantry, others are able to drive but do not 
have helping hands to get their grocery bags into their homes.  Some, who have no vehicle, ride the 
bus.  Due to these various life situations, the weight of what we put in our bags is important. 
    We offer a variety of food and personal care items each month that are packed in two full-size paper 
grocery bags.  You may have noticed that the quality of paper bags has declined in recent years, so we 
must limit the total weight of our items to keep the bags from splitting.  When we receive a 40 oz. jar 
of peanut butter rather than a 16 oz. jar, not only does it take up extra space, it adds considerable 
weight to the bag.  The same is true for items such as spaghetti sauce and applesauce.  Both of these 
come in a variety of sizes.  Another consideration when shopping is the type of container.  For example, 
24 oz. of sauce or fruit packed in a glass jar weighs more than the same amount of food packed in a 
plastic jar or metal can. 
    When we receive items too large for our needs, we pass them on whenever possible.  Large jars of 
peanut butter are donated to the CUMC sandwich-making mission for Our Daily Bread.  Large pasta 
sauce jars and commercial size cans of vegetables have been donated to Grace Lutheran’s community 
dinners.  Nothing goes to waste if we can find a suitable recipient, but that item will not make it into a 
bag for our needy neighbors. 
    For Westfed’s needs, we encourage you to avoid glass jars and extra large product sizes.  When a 
bag occasionally gives way, it’s easy to pick up a squeeze bottle of jelly or an aluminum can of sauce.  
It may be dented, but fingers are not cut on broken glass and the contents remain inside the container.  
We can offer more variety when we have modest-sized food containers on our shelves. 

 
THANK YOU for your continued support of our neighborhood pantry! 

    Our Stewardship campaign for 2021, Dreaming Like Jesus, focused on our strategy to 
Grow Deeper, Wider, and Higher in ministering to others and growing in our discipleship  
journey.  This strategy supports the Cheviot United Methodist Church Vision: To connect and 
serve all people so that lives are transformed and empowered through the love of Jesus.   
    Even though the campaign is over, if you were not able to return your Statement of Faith 
card or submit your commitment on the church website in November, it is not too late to do 

so.  Your willingness to share your 2021 financial support goal with the Financial Secretary is 
extremely helpful as the Stewardship & Finance Committee works to develop a financial plan to 
maximize our ministry programs in the coming year.  The Financial Secretary does not share any 
names, only the amount of intended giving.  Thanks to all of our members for supporting God’s 
Kingdom through their dedication of time, talent, prayers, and financial support, all of which enables 
Cheviot United Methodist Church to remain healthy, vibrant, and able to offer exciting ministry and 
mission opportunities for 2021 and beyond. 
 

The Stewardship & Finance Committee 
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Worship Schedule 

 Cheviot United Methodist Church 
How to Reach Us 

Our vision is to connect and serve all people so that lives are transformed 
and empowered through the love of Christ. 

Worship with Us... 
_____ 

 
9:10am  

Traditional Worship 
in the Sanctuary  

 
Bible Studies 

See our website or call the office for 
information and to learn how to join 
our online studies during the week.  

 

11:15am 
Contemporary Worship 

in the Fellowship Hall  
 

________ 
 

...this December 
 

Blue Christmas Service  
December 6, 7:30pm, in Sanctuary  

 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service  

10:30pm    Pre-Service Music  
11pm      Candlelight Service  

 
Contemporary Christmas Service  
on YouTube -- search "Carrie Jena"  
l ink wi l l  be sent v ia e -mai l  by December 23  

 
www.cheviotumc.com 

3820 Westwood Northern Blvd. 
Cincinnati, Ohio  45211-2597 
 
(513) 662-2048 
 
www.cheviotumc.com 
 
Address Service Requested 
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Pastor 
Carrie Jena 

pastor@cheviotumc.com 

Associate Pastor 
Lois Schalk-Hartley 

awriter@fuse.net 

Prayer Requests  office@cheviotumc.com 

Youth Ministry 
Katie Golek & Ashley Rhodes 

youth@cheviotumc.com 

Contemporary 
Worship Leader 

Greg Goodwin 
gpgoodwin7.gg@gmail.com 

Flower Orders 
Juanita Woodburn 

flowers@cheviotumc.com 

Choir 
Carol Gangwer 

cgangwer@fuse.net 

Bells 
Marcia Lucas 

mslucas@zoomtown.com 

Children/Youth 
Choir/Bells 

Anne Schummer 
piano@fuse.net 

Custodian 
Lindsey Bethel 

custodian@cheviotumc.com 

Event 
Promotions 

communications@cheviotumc.com 


