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A Cheviot United Methodist Church Newsletter 

“Love Your Neighbor as Yourself”   Matthew 22:39 
 
    It was our first Sunday back in-person for 
several weeks and the Narthex was thinning out. 
Just as I got ready to leave, someone said, 
“Pastor Carrie there is someone here to see you.”  
It was a phrase I had heard hundreds of times 
before at the conclusion of a church service and I 
knew what it meant.  Someone had come in 
asking for money.  When we first started the 
Gathering in Middletown, a church that welcomed 
the poor and homeless, it was a scene that was 
repeated almost every Sunday until we made a 
radical decision:  We decided to stop giving away 
cash on Sunday morning.  
 
    “That doesn’t sound very loving,” one of the 
new members of our church said when we made 
the announcement.  But those of us who had 
served in the community for several years knew 
that the decision was probably the most loving 
one that we could make.  The reason was not 
because we were afraid of giving handouts that 
would probably be used for drugs or alcohol. 
It wasn’t because we were tired of being “taken 
advantage of”.  It wasn’t even because we 
wanted to keep our church members from being 
“hit up” by people asking for money as they left 
church.   
 
    The real reason was because of three simple 
words:  Cash complicates relationships.  We 
wanted to be a church that existed to build 
long-term relationships with the poor.  We 
wanted people to experience an authentic loving 
relationship with us and a life-changing 
relationship with Jesus Christ.  And giving away 
cash got in the way of that.   
 
    We knew that giving cash was the easiest way 
for us “get rid of the problem”, ignore the people 
standing in front of us.  If we just handed you 
cash, we didn’t have to get to know your name, 
or the names of your kids, or listen to the 
struggles or do the hard work of helping you in 
the long term.  It was too easy to let the money 
“remove the poor” from the church’s to-do list. 
We believed that serving the poor should be first 
on the church’s to-do list.  
 

    It was for all of these reasons that I said to my 
friend, “we don’t have any cash to give you 
today, but if you come back tomorrow morning, 
we can help you.”  When I unlocked the door the 
next morning, I was overjoyed to see that he had 
come back.  “Come on in”, I said.  Take a seat, 
get warm and let’s talk about you, your family, 
and your needs.  That way, I can get you the help 
you need for today and, more importantly, the 
long term help that you will need for tomorrow. 
Oh, yes, and before you leave, I’ll say a prayer 
for you, your kids, and your wife.  As soon as you 
get settled, we’d love to see you in church 
sometime.”    
 
    Jesus said, “Love your neighbor as you love 
yourself.”  I am privileged to serve a church that 
is learning to love its neighbors more like Jesus 
loves us every day. 
 

See you in church or on-line soon! 

“Loving someone just the way they are… it’s no small thing”…Sara Groves 

March 2021 
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March 
Birthdays to Celebrate 

 
1-Mar    Ryan Davis                                              
3-Mar    Mary Ann Jacobs                                         
4-Mar    Don Woodburn                                            
5-Mar    Mike St. John & Debbie Hauser 
7-Mar    Chelsea Hauser & Nathan Davis 
8-Mar    Jodi Imsicke                                            
9-Mar    Eileen Annest                                           
10-Mar  Josh Thomas                                             
13-Mar  Jim Klein                                               
15-Mar  Brent Wittich & Kelly Camrin 
17-Mar  Henry Arnold                                            
23-Mar  Herman Heine                                            
25-Mar  Julie Krebs                                             
29-Mar  Rick Specker                                            
30-Mar  Cathy Klein, Ben Grosse & 

Kevin Davis 

March 
Anniversaries  to Celebrate 

 
1-Mar    Bill & Angela Flight 
2-Mar    Kevin & Cathy Davis 
18-Mar  Jim & Fran Koch 
23-Mar  Ashley & Kyle Rhodes 

   

Thank you to all my CUMC friends for their 
well wishes, kind thoughts, prayers, cards and 

cookies during my recovery.  
 
They were all very much appreciated.  

Sincerely, 
Gary Krebs 

March Mission Offering 
 
     The mission offering for March will be going to benefit the United Methodist Committee on Relief. 
 
    UMCOR is the humanitarian relief and development arm of The United Methodist Church.  The United 
Methodist Committee on Relief assists United Methodists and churches to become involved globally in 
direct ministry to persons in need.  For over 75 years, UMCOR has helped people in crisis all over the 
world.  Today, UMCOR’s work reaches people in 57 countries, including the United States.  This offering 
will be used to help cover the annual operational and administrative costs.  UMCOR applies 100% of 
other donations directly to relief efforts when war or natural disaster disrupts life to such an extent that 
communities cannot recover on their own and they are active in the response to the devastation of 
COVID-19.  
 
     I encourage you to visit the website: www.umcor.org , to learn more about the amazing missional 
work of this group. 
 
 

    You can donate at church services March 28 
or 

send your donation to Cheviot United Methodist Church: 
3820 Westwood Northern Boulevard,  Cincinnati, Ohio    45211 

 
    Please indicate UMCOR on your check or envelope. Thanks! 
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        Paw Prints                                 Devotional - by Lois Schalk-Hartley 

I was delighted to share some of the 
devotionals I have written about two of the dogs in 

my life.  I got good response from them.  Thank 
you.  The spiritual truths God has given me through 

them are awesome.  So enjoy reading them and 
draw from the deep truths God gives us  

rom every day, ordinary life. 

 

“Reverent Respect” 
    It was just too tempting for her.  
Two dogs were going up the street with their 
owner; and Muffy, my darling poodle, began to 
bark.  She was on the porch, which had a 
railing with slats in it.  Muffy had learned 
before that she could squeeze through the 
slats, so once again she did.  Off she went 
across the yard, barking wildly as poodles do.  
As soon as I saw what happened, I yelled, 
“Muffy, Come!” She stopped, and I yelled, 
“Stay!”  Much to my surprise, she did.  I 
swooped her up as the owner of the two dogs 
going up the street, hollered out, “Good Girl.”  
That she was.  
    Later in the day, I reflected on what had 
made her stop and stay.  I realized Muffy had 
developed a reverent respect for me and my 
word.  With all of her heart, she had wanted to 
do what dogs do, run after other dogs.  But at 
my word she stopped and obeyed. 
    I wonder, is that what the fear of the Lord is 
that leads to wisdom?  Is it such a reverent 
respect for You, Lord?  Is it a respect for Your 
Word even when, in all of our human desires 
we would rather go our own way and do our 
own thing? 
    O Lord teach us such awe and respect for 
You in a day when it seems so unheard of to 
respect anyone.  Teach us that such “reverent 
respect” for You leads to wisdom, joy 
and peace. 

“He Sees the Sparrow Fall” 
    Does God really care for us on an ordinary, 
everyday basis?  I mean a sparrow is such a 
small, plain creature.  Does the Great God of 
the universe really care about all of the small 
details of our lives?  I had gone outside to see 
how Lachia was doing.  I had put her on her 
lead, a wire cable; and it gave me the 
protection of knowing she was safe and still 
had some freedom to be outdoors. 
    When I brushed against the cable with my 
nylon hose, it caught and pulled it.  I was 
upset and sure I now had a run in my hose. 

    I looked down trying to get the cable loose 
and couldn’t.  What I saw made my heart leap.  
Right at the point where the cable had 
snagged my hose, it was frayed, torn and 
ready to break in two.  A little pull on Lachia’s 
part and the cable would break.  She would 
then have had the freedom to run. 
    Sparrows, Lord, dogs with loose cables, 
ordinary, everyday concerns of our lives.  
Thank You, Lord for being our God of the 
ordinary days, of those things that mean so 
much to us and cause us concern.  Thank You, 
Lord for having Your eye on the sparrow and 
for watching over us too. 
You are an awesome God!! 

“Whiter than Snow” 
    The first little dog in my life was a 
beautiful white poodle named Yodi.  When she 
was all washed and clean, nothing could be 
whiter than her.  That changed one day when 
we went out into the snow. She loved the 
snow, so one day I took her out and plopped 
her into it.  I could not believe my eyes! 
Compared to the whiteness of the snow my 
beautiful white poodle looked a dingy yellow!  
God brought a truth from His Word to me 
through this 
experience. 
    Lord, is that what You mean when You say 
that our own righteousness looks like filthy 
rags to You? We think we are so good and do 
good deeds, we live halfway decent lives.  
Then we come under the light of Your clean 
presence.  We see Your righteousness and just 
like my little white poodle in the snow, we look 
so dirty!  We don’t measure up to Your 
righteousness at all. 
    O Lord wash away our sin so we can be 
whiter than snow.  Yes, Lord, even whiter than 
snow.  Cleanse our hearts from deceit and 
pride and selfishness and wanting what this 
world has to offer us.  Give us Your 
righteousness, Lord.  We have none of our 
own.  Thank You for Your mercy and grace.  

  This is the season of Lent when we examine our 
hearts.  We find things in them we do not like to 

see and realize we desperately need a Savior.  This 
Savior loves us so much He came and died for our 
sins.  He deserves our love and respect.  He cares 
about the everyday happenings in our lives.  And 
yes, when we bow before Him with humble hearts 

and invite Him to be our Savior, He washes us even 
whiter than snow as He comes to live within us.  

What an awesome God! 
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Thursday Evening 
Women’s Bible Study 

 
The Bible Study, open to all women, 

Is entitled: 
Here We Go Again…Reading the Bible in a 

Year…or Two. 
 

We meet every 1st and 4th Thursday 
7pm, via ZOOM. 

Should this change, an all church e-mail will be 
sent out with revised meeting location and 

other information 
 
    We are using the book A Women’s Guide to 
Reading the Bible in a Year by Diane Stortz. 
We will not finish in one year (more like two 
years), but the wonderful thing about the Bible 
is that you can always join in at any time. 
 
New members are always welcome to join us. 

 
Questions? Contact -- 

Pam Outt: peoutt@cinci.rr.com 
 

March 4    2 Corinthians 7-13 & 
2 Samuel 1-15 

 
March 25  2 Samuel 16-24,  Galatians 1-6 & 

1 Kings 1-6 
 

 "The Bible is the only book whose Author is 
always present when one reads it”. --Anonymous 

Men's Bible Study 
 
The Men's Bible Study is currently meeting via 
ZOOM Saturday's at 8am. 
 

E-mail Mark Woodward: 
markwoodward082@gmail.com 

for the link. 
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Saturday Morning 
Women's Bible Study 

 
 All women are welcome to join the Saturday Morning Woman's Bible Study. 

Invite friends & relatives, too !! 

 We meet every other Saturday, 
using the ZOOM app. 

 We begin at 8am and finish around 9:15am 
 

Our March readings from 
The Joshua Code: 

52 Scripture Verses 
Every Believer Should Know 

by O. S. Hawkins are: 
 

March 13  Revelation 5:9 & Revelation 22:17 
March 27  2 Corinthians 5:10 & Philippians 3:20 

 
Questions? Contact-- 
Vicki Groh: vgroh@zoomtown.com , 

Mary Ann Jacobs: majacobs@ritter-randolph.com 
or 

Pam Outt: peoutt@cinci.rr.com 
Feel free to begin joining us at any time. 

 

ATTENTION: There will be a new book for study beginning April 24. 
  

We have enjoyed this study so much we are going to repeat with another book by the same 
author.  It is The Bible Code: Finding Jesus in Every Book of the Bible by O. S. Hawkins. 
 
It is the perfect time to begin joining us. The book is available on Amazon. 
 

If you need help getting the book or need more information contact Pam Outt at 
office@cheviotumc.com 

 

Sandwiches for Our Daily Bread 
 

     Again, thank you to the dedicated 
volunteers who have been providing 

sandwiches to Our Daily Bread for the last 
several months. 

 
    For the month of January, 19 Cheviot United Methodist Church members donated 
over 500 sandwiches!  You are so appreciated by the hundreds who receive the sandwiches you make 
each month. 
 
    Our March “Sandwich Day” will be Thursday, March 25.  We will be making all sandwiches at home, 
and will deliver them to church from 8:30am to 9:30am. If you plan to make sandwiches for March, 
please contact Barb Scheibling:  jwscheibling@fuse.net, by Sunday, March 21, to let her know if you 
will make PB&J, or meat and cheese (no meat that contains pork), and how many. 
 
    A reminder will be sent closer to the 25th, with more specific details for any newcomers. 
 
    Remember to save your plastic Kroger bags. Our Daily Bread uses lots of them for bagging lunches. 
 
 

Blessings!   Women’s Ministry 
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         The GOOD Book Club of the Month! 
 
    Our March selection is: 

Grace Will Lead Us Home: 
The Charleston Church Massacre and the Hard, Inspiring Journey to Forgiveness 

by Jennifer Berry Hawes. 
 

    This is a New York Times Notable Book of 2019. It is a deeply human portrait of grief, 
faith and forgiveness. 

(Amazon review).  
 
    This is really a very emotional read that touches you in a variety of ways. This is not only a story of 
horrific pain of the event but the heart wrenching story of grief and survival. 
 

A zoom link will be sent out via Church email.  Join us!  
 

Questions? 
 

Contact: 
Vicki Groh 

vgroh@zoomtown.com 
or 

Mary Ann Jacobs 
majacobs@ritter-randolph.com 

Cards for Shut-Ins 
 

Thank you for the support of our shut-ins. 
 

Please take a moment to send a birthday card to remind them they are loved 
and cared about. 

 
They are so grateful for the cards you send. 
 
There is one birthday in March: 
 
Eillenn Annest   March 9 
5553 Westwood-Northern Boulevard 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45211 
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Westfed Food Pantry Update 
 

 
Due to the recent downsizing of Kroger’s grocery bags (new height: 14” ) and 
decreased quality, we can no longer use them for distribution.  They cannot 

accommodate the weight or volume of our standard food and hygiene items, so we 
must purchase bags to meet our monthly needs.  If you have any old Kroger bags 

(17”), we’d appreciate your donating them to the pantry. 
 

All unexpired, non-perishable foods, cleaning products, and toiletries are welcome. 
Our emphasis for March is sponges, cleanser, and bleach (24-48 oz.) 

Non-perishable items requested are cereal, jelly (plastic bottles), crackers, 
canned fruits and vegetables. 

Pork and beans, toothpaste, spaghetti and spaghetti sauce (plastic or metal cans) are always needed. 
 

Items may be left in the Westfed baskets outside Werner Lounge or brought to the Women of Hope food 
drive March 20 in the front parking area 10am - Noon. 

 
Monetary donations may be made through the church website, 

(listed under Community Ministries - accessed from the online eGiving link) 
during Sunday services, or by mail.  [ checks made out to CUMC with memo: Westfed ] 

 
Thank you for your generous support of our neighborhood pantry. 
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Worship Schedule 

 Cheviot United Methodist Church 
How to Reach Us 

Our vision is to connect and serve all people so that lives are transformed 
and empowered through the love of Christ. 

Worship with Us... 
_____ 

 
Worship Services 

 
9:10am  

Blended Worship 
in the Sanctuary  

 
Bible Studies 

See our website or call the office for 
information and to learn how to join 
our online studies during the week.  

 

**** 
Contemporary Worship 
is temporarily suspended  

 
 

View Pastor Carrie’s 
Sermon Message 

 

 Go to youtube.com  

 type "Carrie Jena" in the 
Search box.  

 
________ 

 

...this March 

3820 Westwood Northern Blvd. 
Cincinnati, Ohio  45211-2597 
 
(513) 662-2048 
 
www.cheviotumc.com 
 
Address Service Requested 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Permit. No. 2775 

Pastor 
Reverend Carrie Jena 
pastor@cheviotumc.com 

Prayer Requests  office@cheviotumc.com 

Contemporary 
Worship Leader 

Greg Goodwin 
gpgoodwin7.gg@gmail.com 

Church Secretary 
Juanita Woodburn 
office@cheviotumc.com  

Choir 
Carol Gangwer 

cgangwer@fuse.net 

Bells 
Marcia Lucas 

mslucas@zoomtown.com 

Traditional 
Worship Leader 

Anne Schummer 
piano@fuse.net 

Custodian 
Lindsey Bethel 

custodian@cheviotumc.com 

Event 
Promotions 

communications@cheviotumc.com 

Church Office 
513.662.2048  

office@cheviotumc.com  

tel:+1-513-662-2048

