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A Cheviot United Methodist Church Newsletter 

 Portions have been reprinted from 
Pastor Carrie’s sermon of June 14. 

You may watch the entire video on  
YouTube @ Carrie Jena 

 

“If my people who are called by my name 

would humble themselves, and pray and 

seek my face, and turn from their wicked 

ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I 

will forgive their sin and will heal their 

land.”  

2 Chronicles 7:14 

 
    The question that is on many people’s mind today 

over the past few months is “why is our nation in such 

a crisis?  Since February of this year, we have 

experienced a Pandemic, the tragic death of a black 

man, the killing of police officers and innocent 

bystanders, protests and violence erupting in almost 

every major city, and widespread unrest.  If we 

believe that God is in charge and that nothing escapes 

his sovereign control, just what is he doing in the 

midst of this national crisis that we are facing now?  

    Our scripture comes from the book of 2 Chronicles 

7:14 and it was spoken to Solomon by God just after 

the people consecrated the temple that Solomon built 

for worship.  How interesting that God’s instructions to 

the people did not include the kind of music that they 

should play in church or the décor of the worship 

space or whether or not there would be a coffee hour.  

God’s instructions to Solomon included an amazing 

promise:  the healing of their land—If and only if the 

people were willing to humble themselves, turn from 

their ways and seek Him.    

    Of all the solutions that I have heard on the news 

about how to solve the problems of racism and unrest 

in our nation, I have rarely heard anyone say that the 

answer is to humble ourselves, seek God, turn from 

our wicked ways and ask forgiveness.  But, that is 

indeed the instruction that God wanted Solomon to 

pass on to the people.   

    In that conversation, God explains to Solomon just 

why he allowed the nation of Israel to experience 

crisis. In verse 13, he says that he “shut up the 

heavens, allowed no rain, commanded the locusts to 

attack, and allowed a plague to devour the land.”  

Why would he do that? So that his people would turn 

back to him and call on his name and heal the land.          

    This wasn’t just a nice suggestion or wise words to 

live by.  This was God’s explanation of why national 

crises occurs and why the people who are called by his 

name should never waste a crisis.  

    So what is ahead for our church?  Well, there is a 

lot on our minds.  Many churches are focused right 

now on how to get people back in the building.  How 

to start filling the pews again.  We wonder, Will we 

still be able to have our coffee hour and our fellowship 

time?  Will our choir be able to sing? Will we be able to 

hug our friends?   And these are important aspects of 

our church life because they re-unite us with our 

friends, with our faith, with our stability. I am looking 

forward to that as I know many of you are.   

    But, if that is all that we are looking forward to—if 

that is all that is ahead for the church, then I believe 

we will have missed a great opportunity.  We will be 

ignoring the crises of the past two months and will 

miss an amazing opportunity to be agents of change.  

We will waste this crisis.   And as a result of our 

inaction, the issues of racism will continue.  

    My prayer is that we would allow these crises to 

change us—and move us to action. My prayer is that 

when we re-convene this month, we do so as new 

people—energized and mobilized by the promise that 

God made to Solomon; To make the most out of the 

crises that God has allowed to happen in our lives and 

seek His will for the healing of our land.  

 

See you in church and on-line beginning July 5. 

 

 

God is near.  

“Don’t Waste a Crisis” 

July 2020 
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July 

Birthdays to Celebrate 
 

07/01 Heather Lewis & Gerald Simmons 

07/02 Katie Golek & Sue Kindervater 

07/04 Bill Ostermeyer 

07/06 Andrew Smith 

07/07 Jerry Byrd & Linda Worrell 

07/09 Christian Vanover & Lynn Smith 

07/10 Aria Brice, Jan Morgan & 

Mary Watson 

07/13 Pann Webb 

07/14 Linda Parker & Tom Pepple 

07/16 Ella Green, Lois Schalk-Hartley & 

Debbie Spitzmueller 

07/17 River Davis, Rick Hinds & 

Jerry Howard 

07/18 Jeff Wittich 

07/19 Audrey Melish 

07/26 Wendy Bruestle 

07/27 Mark Roush 

07/29 Betty Griesmeyer 

07/30 Ryan Long & Matt Bruestle 

July 

Anniversaries  to Celebrate 
 

07/03 Larry & Debbie Spitzmueller 

07/09 Larry & Jan Morgan 

07/24 Don & Juanita Woodburn 

07/28 Allan & Lisa Cox 

07/29 Jerry & Kyoko Howard 

07/31 Hank & Joyce Johnson, 

Glen & Jayne Lash 

and 

Wayne & Mary Smith 

Westfed Food Pantry 
 

Thanks to the generosity of our congregation and 

other Westfed sponsors, the pantry has been able 

to maintain its service schedule throughout the 

spring, but many essential items are still 

unavailable for bulk purchase. 

 

All unexpired, non-perishable foods and toiletries 

are welcome.  If you wish to contribute, please 

check the Westfed Facebook page 

( https://www.facebook.com/Westfed-Food-Pantry

-683028575069765 ) 

for neighborhood food drives. 

 

Monetary donations may be made 

through the church. 

(checks made out to CUMC with memo: Westfed) 

 

Thank you for your continued support of our 

neighborhood mission. 

 

Barb Nieman, President 

Linda Wright, Treasurer 

Sue Kindervater, Secretary 

Celebrate Birthdays with our Shut-ins 
 

There are 2 birthdays in the month of July from our shut-in list: 

 

Erwin Francisco - July 14  

12324 Malvern Way 

Bristow, WV 20136 

 

Betty Griesmeyer -  July 27 

3987 Washington Ave 

Cincinnati, OH 45211 

Bring a little joy to our shut-ins celebrating birthdays each month! 

They would appreciate receiving cards from friends like you.   
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 All Is Well- -- - God Is Nigh                                          by Lois Schalk-Hartley 

    Steve Hartman on Chanel 12 Nightly News 

has the closing remarks each Friday evening 

with a positive event he has discovered that 

a person or persons are doing to make a 

difference in people’s lives. It is always 

uplifting and gives the viewer an insight into 

the “good” things that are happening in our 

America today. 

 

    Since COVID 19 has changed so much of 

what is happening today he knew there would 

be no Memorial Day parades to honor those 

who have given their lives for our country. 

He came up with a brilliant idea which spread 

like wildfire across America. At 3pm on 

Memorial Day everyone who had a trumpet or 

another instrument and could play “TAPS” 

was encouraged to go outside and play it. He 

also encouraged those who could to come out 

and listen and honor our fallen. 

 

    The results were on World News the next 

evening and it was awesome to see. 

All across the country in all kinds of places 

and situations “TAPS” was played.  It made 

me so proud and glad to be an American! 

 

    I am very patriotic and love to 

display the flag. I love the 4th of July. 

I will always pledge allegiance to the 

flag as we remember that we are 

One Nation Under God. 

 

    A sign on our front door will say, “In GOD, 

ABOVE ALL, WE TRUST”. Is THAT NOT THE 

SECRET TO BEING ONE NATION UNDER GOD. 

All kinds of things are happening in our 

country right now and we wonder what is 

ahead.  What or who can we trust? 

 

    Psalm 11:3 says: 

“If the foundations are destroyed what can 

the righteous do?” 

 

    That is the question we need to consider 

as the most important one in our Nation to-

day.  A phrase used to be passed around a lot 

in the past. 

 

    It was, “whatever”. Whatever goes fine, 

whatever happens, okay.     WHATEVER!! 

 

 

     

WE NEED TO CHANGE THAT WORD 

TO A PHRASE— 

 

“WHATEVER IT TAKES” 

 

*WHATEVER IT TAKES WE WILL FOLLOW 

JESUS CHRIST 

 

*WHATEVER IT TAKES WE WILL READ AND 

FOLLOW HIS WORD 

 

*WHATEVER IT TAKES WE WILL SPREAD THE 

LOVE OF JESUS 

 

*WHATEVER IT TAKES WE WILL LOVE OUR 

NEIGHBOR AS OURSELVES 

 

*WHATEVER IT TAKES WE WILL LIVE OUT 

GOD’S TRUTH 

 

*WHATEVER IT TAKES WE WILL DARE TO BE A 

DANIEL AND STAND UP FOR WHAT IS RIGHT 

 

    As I sing the words to TAPS, I find peace in 

the midst of the storm! 

“Day is done, gone is the sun, 

From the lakes, from the hills, from the sky 

All is well, safely rest, God is nigh” 

And it is in the last line that I find my peace. 

Sing it with me, “All is well, safely rest, God is 

nigh.” 

 

    Even when our world seems to be falling 

apart around us, if we are secure in God, then 

in our lives, all will be no matter what! 

 

    If our foundation is in Jesus, we will not 

sink in times of trouble. I know it is hard. It 

can be scary. But hold on to Jesus, sing it over 

and over— 

 

”ALL IS WELL, 

SAFELY REST, 

OUR GOD IS NIGH” 

 

AMEN!  
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Thank You for supporting our Hunger Prayer 

Walk and Food Drive. 

It was truly a Memorial 

Day of giving and helping 

others! 

 

Women of Hope wants to thank all who stopped by 

and donated food items for Westfed Food Pantry. 

We filled 2 pickup trucks!! Our first Prayer Walk 

was an amazing experience. We were able to stop 

and pray at a number of places along our 3 mile route, including the homes of 

several of our members. 

 

It was a wonderful alternative to the annual Hunger Walk which was canceled this year. 

Here We Go Again... 

Reading the Bible in a year (or two) 
 

Our study guide is A Women’s Guide to Reading 

the Bible in a Year by Diane Stortz. 

 

Here are the readings for July: 

July 2  Week 8:  Leviticus 19-27; Luke 1-12 

July 23  Week 9:  Luke 13-24; Numbers 1-9 

 

We meet the 1st and 4th Thursday of each month 

at 7pm.  

 

Our current plan is to continue to meet via Zoom. 

If things change, an all church e-mail will be sent 

out with revised meeting location and 

other information.  

 

New members are always welcome to join 

at anytime 

 

 "The Bible is the only book whose Author is 

always present when one reads it” --Anonymous 

Saturday Morning Women's 

Bible Study 
 

We are currently reading/studying: 

 

The Joshua Code: 52  

Scripture Verses Every Believer Should Know 

by O. S Hawkins.  

 

We "meet" EVERY Saturday via Zoom at 8am.  

 

If things change, an all church e-mail will be sent 

out with revised meeting location and other infor-

mation. 

 

Please feel free to begin joining us at any time. 

 

Our Next Readings: 

[no meeting July 4] 

 

July 11  Week 14: Matthew 4:17 

 

July 18  Week 15: 2 Timothy 3:16 

 

July 25  Week 16: Proverbs 29:18 
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Preschool Now Accepting Students 

 
    Cheviot United Methodist Church Preschool currently 

has openings for the upcoming school year. Our program 

is a morning, 3 hour school designed to meet the 

developmental needs of preschool children 

ages 2 and a half thru age 5 and will provide experiences 

that enrich and support each child's cognitive, social, 

emotional, physical and creative development. 

 

 

Contact the Preschool Administrator, Carrie Salamone: 

513.389.3060 or 513.919.5031 

to inquire or set up a tour. 

 Dear Cheviot UMC family, 

 

    I would like to thank all 

those who sent lovely cards 

for my recent birthday. 

 

    How special to hear from 

so many Cheviot friends! 

 

Blessings, 

Sallie Krieg 

 

 

Cheviot United Methodist Church has a long history of 

supporting the Interfaith Hospitality 

Network (IHN), which works to provide temporary housing 

for families and break the cycle of homelessness.  Westwood 

United Methodist shelters families 5-6 times per year and 

Cheviot United Methodist Church helps with the Friday 

evening meals during these stays. 

 

    We are currently looking for someone to step in the coor-

dinator role for Cheviot United Methodist Church volunteers. 

The main responsibility is to gather 1-2 volunteers to 

prepare and serve meals on Friday evenings for 6-12 IHN 

guests at the Westwood United Methodist Church.  

The remaining dates for 2020 are August 28 and November 

13 (the current COVID crisis may alter this). 

The Friday evening time commitment is 5:30 until around 

7pm. 

 

    If you would like to help coordinate this effort at Cheviot 

United Methodist Church or just want more information, 

please contact 

Vicki Groh:    513.661.5852  ;  vgroh@zoomtowm.com 
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The GOOD Book Club 

of the Month! 
 
    Since we have no word on when the 

church will be “open for meetings”, this will 

be a ZOOM event. An e-mail will then be 

sent out with the Zoom Invite instructions. 

 

    Each group discussion will focus on a 

nonfiction book that is spiritually based, 

often revolving around current topics, by 

more recent authors. 

 

    Purchase the book, read it and join us for 

a spiritual discussion filled with different 

insights and for sure, much laughter!! 

 

The scheduled reading are: 

 

July 29 -- Dream Like Jesus 

by Rebecca Simon Peter. 
[All books are available for purchase on Amazon] 

 

Feel free to bring a friend with you! 

 

Questions? 

Contact: 

Vicki Groh 

vgroh@zoomtown.com 

Pam Outt 

peoutt@cinci.rr.com 

or 

Mary Ann Jacobs 

majacobs@ritter-randolph.com 

Women’s Ministries 
 

 

Thank you to all who supported our effort to pro-

vide sandwiches to Our Daily Bread in OTR! 

 

We were able to provide 250 sandwiches for their 

feeding program. 

 

Since this was such a success we are planning an-

other “Sandwich Day” next month. 

 

We will let you know in plenty of time to sign up. 

 

We are planning to exceed that 250 number!! 

Thank you to Barb Scheibling for suggesting this 

new mission opportunity. 

 

Each day God gives each one of us the 

opportunity to show His love to someone new. 
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Sharing Our Blessings 

     

    Sharing our blessings with others is one form of expressing praise and thanksgiving to God 

for all that He provides us.  During this time of social distancing and stay-at-home directives, 

the Children’s Ministry team has been sending packets of do-at-home activities to stay in 

engaged with the children participating in JAM and Sunday school.  In May, the Women of Hope 

conducted a very successful Hunger Prayer Walk and food drive.  Two pickup trucks were 

needed to deliver much needed food supplies to the Westfed Food Pantry and over $1300 was 

donated to support Westfed and Prince of Peace.  During the walk a number of stops were made 

for prayer, including homes of several church members.  We have been reminded that sharing 

our beliefs and blessings within our church body is just as important as our efforts to be Christ 

based servants to others who are less fortunate. 

    Pastor Carrie, with the assistance of worship staff and praise team members, has successfully 

reached out to our members and the community through weekly YouTube sermon videos.  

These messages have been watched by an estimated average of 240+ individuals who are 

looking for good news in a time of great uncertainty.  This is 100 more people than our average 

in church attendance prior to the stay-at-home orders. 

    The steadfast commitment of our church family to supporting the ministry and mission of 

CUMC during the COVID-19 pandemic has enabled our church to continue to provide ministries 

and retain staff.  We give thanks to you and praise to God for your support.  Our financial 

support and expenses through May are summarized below: 

Monthly Tithes & Offerings goal: $30,100.00 

Average per month: $28,939.00 

Total monthly mission offerings: $2,593.75 

Total Designated Giving for all Missions: $5,444.75 

Average expenses per month: 28,027.00 

    We will be continuing our ministry and missions within the boundaries established by our 

need to be socially responsible.  This includes maintaining and supporting our staff so that we 

are able to continue ministering to our congregation and are prepared to serve others when 

opportunities arise.  As of the writing of this article, we are anticipating in person worship will 

resume on July 5.  It is through faith that we believe those who are able will continue to provide 

financial support for Cheviot United Methodist Church in this uncertain time. 

Virtual Coffee (or Tea) 

With Pastor Carrie 
 

    Put on the coffee (or tea) pot and let’s get to-

gether online to catch up! July 20 at 10am, I will 

be available by Zoom for a small group chat with 

up to 6 people. 

 

    If you would like to join one of these groups, 

e-mail Paula Long: 

communications@cheviotumc.com 

to let her know of your interest.  Once we receive 

your e-mail, you will receive an invite to a Zoom 

meeting by sending you the link that you need to 

connect to the meeting. Just click on the link and 

you will be directed to the meeting. 

 

    I am looking forward to sharing a cup and 

conversation with you soon. 

 

Until then, He is near. 

Pastor Carrie 
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Our vision is to connect and serve all people so that lives are transformed 

and empowered through the love of Christ.  
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A Message from Pastor Carrie — July 2020 

 
     

Dear CUMC Family and Friends, 

 

    After much discussion and prayer with CUMC leaders and staff, I am happy to announce that 

CUMC is “Preparing for a SAFE Comeback” on Sunday, July 5th at 10:30am!   We are pleased to 

welcome our friends My Brother’s Keeper to share their musical talent with us in one combined 

service in the sanctuary. 

 

    Over the past several weeks, our Ad Council, Trustees and staff have been carefully working 

on details to ensure that all disinfecting, social distancing, and worship guidelines are in place 

before we meet.  Our goal is to work in cooperation with Governor DeWine, Bishop Palmer and 

our church leadership to adhere to suggested guidelines to protect the safety of all of people 

entering the building. 

 

    Be watching your all-church e-mail for a “Welcome Back” Letter that outlines the procedures 

for a safe return to worship on July 5. 

 

    If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to call me at 513.804.8088 or 

e-mail me: pastorcarrie123@gmailcom 

 

    I am looking forward to seeing many “smiling eyes” behind those masks on July 5th!  


