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Crossbeams Newsletter    November, 2019  

“Re-printed in part from Pastor Carrie’s “Vision Sunday” 
message delivered on Sunday, October 13th, 2019” 
 

In the life of every church, there is a moment when the 
people decide whether to stay stuck in the past or to forge 
ahead; A time when they decide whether they will be 
paralyzed by fear or march confidently toward a new 
future; A time when they decide whether they love the 
mission in front of them more than the memories behind 
them. These are difficult choices for any church to make. 
They involve uncomfortable changes, and can bring 
feelings of uncertainty, and fear—feelings that can keep a 
church stuck in a pattern of decline. But, not all churches 
give in to that fear. Some churches take a bold step into the 
vision that God has set before them and find ways to 
revitalize and renew their church for future generations.  
 

On Visioning Sunday, I shared the story of just such a 
group of people. In Joshua 3:7-17, the Israelites were 
facing a moment of decision. For 40 years as they 
wandered in the desert in search of the Promised Land. 
Generations had come and gone, their population had 
declined, and their leader, Moses had died. But, beginning 
in chapter 3, we find them standing at the edge of the 
Promised land with a new leader and just one more step to 
take—a step into the cold and overflowing Jordan River! 
God chose the moment when the river was at its highest to 
make this request as a kind of test for them. It was a step 
of faith. A step of trust. And it was the final step that God 
was asking them to take before crossing into a life of 
abundance and blessing. Would they take that step? Would 
they put aside their fear? Would they take God at His 
Word? If you know the end of the story, you know that the 
answer is yes.  
 

It is easy for us on this side of the Old Testament story to 
think that the step was an easy one for them. But, it clearly 
was not.  The orders from their leader seemed to not make 
sense: “As soon as the priests who carry the ark of the 
Lord set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream 
will be cut off and stand in a heap.” He was asking them to 
step into a cold and “flood-stage” river with their animals, 
their belongings, their worship supplies and the treasured 

ark of the Covenant—before they had evidence that the 
water would recede. What would they do with this 
ridiculous command? The next sentence gives us the 
answer: “So the people broke camp to cross the Jordan and 
the ark of the Covenant went ahead of them.”  
Cheviot UMC, I believe, is in a very similar place as we 
move into 2020 and beyond. We are being asked to take a 
step into the Vision that God has given us. But, it will 
require courage, faith, and trust in God’s sometimes 
illogical directions. Our strategy is to grow in three areas: 
To Grow Deep, To Grow High, and to Grow Wide. 
Growing Deep means that we will engage in a church-
wide initiative for all people to grow as disciples in their 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ and a deeper 
understanding of God’s Word. Growing High means that 
in 2020 and beyond, we will find ways to take our church 
to the community rather than waiting for the community to 
come to us. We will create more opportunities for Cheviot 
UMC to be a resource for the community around us and 
work to make a difference in the lives of our residents and 
their families. Growing Wide means that we will take 
specific steps to invite and include young people into the 
life of our church by increasing our engagement with 
children, families, and young adults in all of our activities.  
 

Just like the Israelites faced a cold and raging river 
together that day, we need all of you  to join together in 
this important work. In my message on Vision Sunday, I 
outlined some ways that this work has already begun and 
how your CUMC leaders intend to continue that work into 
2020 and beyond. If you did not hear that message, you 
can access it on www.cheviotumc.com: 
• click on “worship”  
• then “sermon archives” to hear of the many ways that 

God is calling us to “Step into the Vision.”  
 

See you in Church! 
Pastor Carrie   
 

STEPPING INTO THE VISION  

http://www.cheviotumc.com
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Westfed Food Pantry 

Items needed: cereal, toilet paper, can fruit, and large paper grocery 
bags. Check the Sunday bulletin for additional needs that may occur 
throughout the month. Donation baskets are outside the Werner Lounge. 
Donation envelopes are available on the Welcome Tables. Please make 
checks out to CUMC with the memo: Westfed. 

Thank you for supporting  
our neighborhood mission. 

THANK YOU! 
Women’s Ministries would like to thank everyone who 
purchased bake goods and donated items for their very 
successful Bakesale!! Thank you to Pastor Carrie for do-
nating her amazing photography notecards. All proceeds 
will be used for our programs and mission projects. We do 
apologize for the extra congregational calories but know 

Matthew 25 Ministries 
Below are the upcoming dates: 
11/23—11-1 PM 
12/21—9-11 AM 
 
Meet at the Matthew 25 building: 11060 Kenwood Rd, Blue Ash, OH 45242. Questions? Con-
tact Lisa Cox: coxlisa728@gmail.com or 661-8487. 

The family of Joyce Harris 
Thanks you for your kind expression of 
sympathy. 
Thank you for your prayers and cards. 
 Jim Harris 

CUMC PRESCHOOL FUNDRAISING  
CUMC Preschool has LaRosa’s Buddy Cards available for purchase of $10.00 and World’s Finest Chocolate 
Candy Bars for $1.00 a bar.  
Interested? Call Carrie Salamone at: 513-389-3060 or e-mail: carriesalamone75@gmail.com. 
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 Approved by the Administrative Church 

Council 
 Funded from the Capital Endowment. 
 Scheduled to be installed just before 

Thanksgiving. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

BELOW IS A SAMPLE OF WHAT OUR DIGITAL SIGN  
WILL LOOK LIKE. 
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… Now 

News for Saturday Morning Women's Bible Study! Reading the Bible in a Year (or Two)!!  
 All woman are welcome to join the Saturday Morning Woman's Bible Study (invite friends and relatives 

too).  
 We meet every other Saturday in the Upper Room at 8 AM and finish around 9:15 AM  
 Here are the future dates and readings we will be discussing (please feel free to begin joining us ANY-

TIME!!!)  
 

November 2      WOMEN's RETREAT - NO BIBLE STUDY 
November 16    Daniel 7-12; Revelation 1-18 
November 30    Revelation 19-22; Hosea 1-14; Joel 1-3 
December 14    Amos 1-9; Obadiah; Jonah 1-4; Micah 1-7 
December 28    Nahum 1-3; Habakkuk 1-3; Zephaniah 1-3; 
 Haggai 1-2;       Zechariah 1-14; Malachi 1-4 
 

These Readings Complete our journey through reading God's Word. Please join us as we plan for a new study 
beginning in January 2020. 
 
 

"The Bible is the only book whose Author is always present when one reads it.  
--Anonymous 

GIVING TREE COMING IN EARLY NOVEMBER!! 
Wesley Chapel Mission Center’s Santa Shop will once again be the recipient of this year’s Giving Tree.  
Every November their students begin to earn points, which they can then use to “purchase” Christmas gifts 

for their families. They earn the points by exhibiting good behavior, doing homework, 
learning Bible verses, etc.   
Our Giving Tree goal this year is to help stock their store shelves with items that have 
been recommended by Wesley Chapel’s staff. Each tag on the Giving Tree will list 2-3 
items (with a total value of about $25).  We are asking that you select a tag from the 
tree, purchase the items listed, and return them UNWRAPPED to church. 
Since the items need to be delivered to Wesley Chapel by the end of November, we will 

need to get an early start. Tags will be available for two Sundays - November 10 and 17. Gifts will need to 
be returned to church by November 24.   
More details will follow. Questions? Please contact Bobbi Ostermeyer, RAOst@aol.com or 662-2841. 

Westfed Food Pantry 
Items needed: toilet paper, macaroni & cheese mix, canned fruit , and large paper grocery bags. Check 
the Sunday bulletin for additional needs that may occur throughout the month. Donation baskets are 
outside the Werner Lounge. Donation envelopes are available on the Welcome Tables. Please make 
checks out to CUMC with the memo: Westfed. 
Thank you for supporting our neighborhood mission. 

mailto:RAOst@aol.com
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NOVEMBER 17th 

The Charge Conference season is upon us 
once again. This is a special time in the life of 
the church when we celebrate the successes 
of the past year and look ahead to a fruitful 
year in 2020. I hope that you are looking for-
ward to this time of annual celebration of our 
ministries and mission here at CUMC. We will 
begin this time with a meal at 6 PM in the 
Fellowship Hall. We will then hold the Charge 
Conference in the main sanctuary beginning 
at 7 PM.  

11/1  Marc Phillips 

11/7 Taylor Chaille 

11/9 Laura Flight 

 Heather Roush 

 Janice Ryan 

 Mona Schwer 

11/10 Jeanne Long 

 Helen Poehner 

  Macie Woodward 

11/12 Doug Johnson 

11/14  Joe Grosse 

11/20 Jen Maurmeier 

11/21 Linda Page 

11/22 Ashley Rhodes 

11/23  Martha Brice 

11/24 Bob Loudin 

11/25 Nikolaus Reber 

11/27  Kathy Reeme 

11/30   Carolyn Bruestle 

  Noah Maurmeier  

11/5 Gary & Theresa Black 

11/6 Joe & Linda Hoff 

11/7 Gary & Nancy Mohr 

11/9 Garry & Kelly Kremer 

11/15 Jim & Vicki Mazza 

11/27 Don & Annette McGinnis 

11/30 Henry & Diane Arnold 

 Joe & Becky Grosse 

Updated Copies of the Church Directory are 

now available which include our new members’ 
contact info. You can pick up your Directory at the 
Welcome Tables.  
If your listing needs updating please contact the 
church office: office@cheviotumc.com or call 
513.662.2048. 
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Stewardship Highlights 

Two activities come to mind that highlight CUMC’s commitment to good stewardship of time and talents.  
The first is JAM, the Jesus and Me program for children that started in September and is held during 
Traditional service.  Dedicated young adults who are sharing their talents and commitment to Jesus lead 
JAM.  The second is the Red Bird Mission trip in October.  This year 25 individuals dedicated a week of their 
time and talents to assist people living in the impoverished area of Appalachia served by the Red Bird 
Mission. 

Our stewardship of fiscal support for our church’s ministries, mission projects, and staff through 
September is summarized below.   

Weekly Tithes & Offerings goal: $6,525.00 Actual average per week: $6,151.00 

Missions support total: $12,169.00 Monthly mission offerings: $4,879.00 

Our Operating Budget for 2019 totals $339,295.  Tithes & Offerings received through September totaled 
$239,826, which is 94.2% of our projected income and budgeted operating expenses through September.  
Actual expenses through September totaled $246,088, which is 96.7% of our projected operating expenses.   

The average Sunday morning total worship attendance through September was 134.  Let’s continue to 
encourage friends, old and new, to join us in service and worship as we seek to make disciples for Christ.   

The stewardship sermon series that Pastor Carrie started on October 20 leads us into the November 
stewardship campaign.  If you do not receive a stewardship mailing by November 3, please contact the 
church office to get it.  The campaign will culminate on Stewardship Sunday, November 17, with the 
dedication of our Statement of Faith cards.  Thank you for all that you do to serve God’s Kingdom through 
your regular stewardship of time, talent, and giving, that enable CUMC to remain healthy, vibrant, and able 
to plan exciting ministry and mission opportunities for 2019 and beyond.   

Mission Offering for Sunday, November 24th, is going to the IHN (Interfaith 

Hospitality Network) 

IHN provides homeless families emergency shelter and hospitality through interfaith 

communities working with families to find and retain stable housing as they strength 

their relationship with Jesus. Cheviot UMC is proud to partner with Westwood United 

Methodist Church in this Christian based mission. We provide meals five to six times a 

year to support the families that Westwood UMC hosts. Your contribution will be used 

to purchase supplies such as: paper products, cleaners, baby equipment, and other 

personal items. 

If  anyone would like to help prepare food and/or would like more information, please 

contact Carolyn St. John at: cjstjohn5 @hotmail.com. 



 3820 Westwood Northern Blvd. |  513-662-2048 |  www.CheviotUMC.com     7 

 

“O The Wonder of It All” 
 

The season of Fall is upon us and with it I see a big 
oak tree across the street from us. Now that in and 
of itself is fine, but what does an oak tree produce? 
ACORNS! You got it. So yes, we are inundated with 
hundreds of those lovely acorns each year. 
The squirrels love them and of course they scurry 
around eating them and finding places to hide them 
too. I love fall, I love God’s creatures and I love 
God’s creation. God never ceases to amaze me with 
all He has created. Recently when I ate an apple I 
saved one of the tiny seeds. As I 
looked at it laying on the table I 
was in awe that out of that small 
seed, when planted and cared for 
a huge apple tree would come. 
What is in that small seed that 
makes that seed grow? There is life 
in it and information. None of it 
happens by chance. 
Where does that come from? Well, 
as it says in Genesis 1, “In the 
beginning God created the Heavens and the Earth”. 
And He created each thing after its kind. I love that 
truth too. An orange tree will not pop out of a 
cherry seed and a plum tree will not pop out of a 
peach seed. The life and information in each seed 
comes from God!  
O what a wonder it is! There’s a song I used to sing 
from the Gaithers called, “God Can”.  Let me share 
some of it with you: 

I can’t make a simple cloud but God can. 
I can’t feed a hungry crowd but God can.  
I can’t make the lame to walk, I can’t make the 
dumb  
(mute) to talk 
Can’t put corn upon a stalk, but God can. 
  

Sometimes I wondered in His plan if He included 
me. 
And then I think how one small acorn made the 
big oak tree. 
God will give the strength we lack, follow Him 
and don’t look back. 
Sometimes we can’t see the track, but God can! 
  

I can’t calm the raging sea, but God can. 
Can’t make honey like a bee, but God can. 
I can’t make the lightning stop, can’t make earth 
produce a crop 
I can’t make it rain a drop, but God can. 
  

Our great men show their mighty power, on land 
and air and sea 
But science can’t produce one thing that lives or 
dies or breathes. 
I don’t know just what’s in store, I can’t see 
through Heaven’s door 

Never walked this way before, don’t 
know what we’re asking for. 
BUT GOD CAN! 
  

What an awesome God we have. Psalm 
19:1 tells us, “The Heavens declare the 
glory of God and the earth shows His 
handiwork.” 
Psalm 102:25 says, “In the beginning 
You laid the foundations of the earth, 
and the Heavens are the work of Your 
Hands”. 

Also check out Psalm 104, a wonderful chapter on 
God’s creation. 
  

The world seems to be going crazy right now. We 
don’t know what’s ahead. But God does. When we 
follow Him, we are in His awesome care. He has a 
plan for all of His children too. And just like that tiny 
acorn can produce a huge oak tree, there is huge 
potential in each one of us to be all that God has 
created us to be. God wants to put new life in us and 
that is spelled  J-E-S-U-S! He also wants to fill us with 
His Word, the information we need to live the 
Christian life. And He has created us to live in His 
image, one of a kind, uniquely His child. So open up 
your heart to Jesus, ask Him in. 
  

Find an acorn, keep it in your pocket and remember, 
with God all things are possible because if God can 
make a mighty oak tree out of a small acorn, then 
GOD CAN do anything!! 

Yes, God Can!                    by Lois Schalk-Hartley 
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Worship Schedule 

 

Cheviot United Methodist Church Contact Info 

Carrie Jena, Pastor  .................     pastorcarrie123@gmail.com  

Lois Schalk-Hartley, Assoc. Pastor  ............... awriter@fuse.net  

Church Office/Prayer Requests  .......... office@cheviotumc.com  

Katie Golek & Ashley Rhodes, Youth Ministry

 ....................................................... youth@cheviotumc.com  

Greg Goodwin, Contemporary Worship Leader,  
                                              Gpgoodwin7.gg@gmail.com  

Juanita Woodburn, Flower Orders  .. flowers@cheviotumc.com  

Carol Gangwer, Choir  .............................. cgangwer@fuse.net  

Marcia Lucas, Bells  ......................... mslucas@zoomtown.com  

Anne Schummer, Children/Youth Choir/Bells  . piano@fuse.net  

Lynn Krebs, Facilities  .......................... lynn@cheviotumc.com  

Event Promotions  ............. communications@cheviotumc.com  

Our vision is to connect and serve all people so that lives are transformed and empowered through the love of Christ. 

9:10 a.m.  
Traditional Worship—Sanctuary  

 
10:20 a.m.  

Bible Studies (All Ages)  
 

11:15 a.m.  
Contemporary Worship—Fellowship Hall  

Non-Profit Organization 

 


