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A Cheviot United Methodist Church Newsletter  

    In February of 2020, the church was 

operating under a “Business as usual” kind of 

plan.  For several years, it had been slowly 

learning to live with the brutal facts: Attendance 

was declining across all denominations. 

Churches were closing their doors.  Pastors were 

leaving the ministry.  

    Our own denomination, after years of 

irreconcilable differences was facing a split over 

issues of biblical authority and cultural 

relevance.  The news wasn’t good and 

suspicions were high.  Was this the beginning of 

the end of the established church in America?  

Had the church really lost its place in society as 

the stabilizing element in people’s lives?  Was 

the church of Jesus Christ still capable of 

bringing the Good News of Jesus Christ?  Or, 

was it disappearing into the jungle of moral 

relativism and “Have it Your Way” religion?  

    Then, in March of 2020, something came out 

of the blue that no one expected and very few if 

any were prepared for.  The Coronavirus 

Pandemic traveled to our shores.  And the world 

as we know it came to a grinding halt.  Worship 

services were suspended, Bible studies cancelled 

and choir practice was put on hold.  In light of 

all that was happening in the church prior to this 

event, one might expect that the church would 

just continue on its path of obscurity and fade 

quietly into the background.  But that’s not what 

happened.  

    Chris Backert writes about the day following 

Easter Sunday, 2020 when he says, “I am no 

statistician, nor have I read any reports, but I 

believe something happened yesterday that we 

cannot overlook.  On April 12, 2020, it is highly 

likely that more people heard the Good News of 

the Resurrection of Jesus Christ than any other 

single day in the history of the world.   

  Last Sunday was historic. And the internet was 

the reason.  Because we didn’t have our Easter 

services in a building, the Good News of the 

Resurrection was viewed by millions of people 

who would never walk into the doors of a 

church.  Early Monday morning, I looked at the 

Youtube page where Cheviot United Methodist 

Church’s Easter worship service was broadcast 

and noticed that the worship video had 342 

views.  With a normal Sunday morning 

attendance of 140, that means that over 200 

more people celebrated the Resurrection of 

Jesus Christ  than have ever come to our church 

on Sunday—more than double our usual 

attendance.  

    But there was something else that happened. 

Churches all over the nation had the opportunity 

to show the world and remind itself that God 

still has a powerful plan for His church.  And 

that, despite what our culture may want us to 

believe, the church isn’t going anywhere 

anytime soon.   

    While the church may not look the same in 

the future, its purpose has never been more 

compelling or more needed.   What an incredible 

privilege that we have been given together as 

members of Christ’s Body to be His hands, His 

feet, His eyes and His heart—and to proclaim to 

the world—whether it is in a sanctuary, on a 

computer screen, on Youtube, Facebook, or 

Instagram—whether it is at 9am on a Sunday or 

3am on a Saturday morning that Jesus is alive 

and Jesus is Lord.  I am grateful for our church.  

I am grateful for technology that brings the 

church to the people.  And,  I am immensely 

excited for what’s next.  I pray that when the 

restrictions are lifted and we are back together 

again, that we not just pick up with a “business 

as usual” church.  How about you? 

 

Until we meet again, 

Not Just “Business as Usual” 
Reprinted in part from Pastor Carrie’s Youtube sermon given on April 19, 2020 

May 2020 
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May 

Birthdays to Celebrate 

 
03 Abby Kremer        

06 Becky Grosse       

09 Sharon Baechle, Angela Flight & 

Mark Phair 

11 Anita Beason       

12 Hannah Cox, Nick Cox, Simeon Cox & 

Carolyn St. John 

14 Bobbi Ostermeyer 

16 Carrie Jena & Brandon Phillips 

17 Phil Beason & Gary Mohr 

19 Fran Loudin & Emily Smith 

20 Dick Marsh 

22 Esther Hasselbeck, Vicky Johnston & 

Ellie Woodward 

24 Jean Newhouse 

26 Daina Outt 

28 Jenna Kremer 

31 Debbie Lueders & Amanda Thomas 

May 

Anniversaries  to Celebrate 
 

10  Larry & Linda Benken  

16  Mark & Anne Schummer  

27  Gary & Lynn Krebs 

28  Mike & Carolyn St. John 

Custodian Position Available 
Cheviot United Methodist Church is looking for a person to 

fill the Custodial duties of the church, requiring approximately 25 to 30 hours per week. 

Scheduling is flexible. 

Contact the church office, 513.662.2048, if you or anyone 

you know may be interested. 

 

 

Help with Our Soundboard 
The Traditional Service is in need of people to help run the sound board  

for the 9:10am Service only. 

Stop by the sound board after service to learn what is involved. 

 

Chancel Choir Needs Singers 
 

    In the 12th chapter of 1 Corinthians, the 

Apostle Paul tells us that each one of us is given 

spiritual gifts, or abilities, from God. There are 

many different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the 

same Spirit gives them. 

    Perhaps the Lord is calling YOU—NOW— to 

use your talents in the service of your church. 

Singing in the choir could be one special way to 

be a witness for the Lord. 

    The only prerequisites are that (1) you enjoy 

singing, (2) you are able to “carry a tune,” (3) 

you want to learn more about music, and (4) 

you want to serve the church in this special 

way. 

    We would love to see you on Wednesday 

evenings at 7pm for rehearsal. We quit 

promptly at 8:30pm. 

    Contact Carol Gangwer, Choir Director, at: 

cgangwer@fuse.net 
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 Is This “Time Out”?                                         by Lois Schalk-Hartley 

    Recently I read an article by Deborah 

Lynn Homeister on this topic with a totally 
different slant on what is happening in 

our world today. I don’t remember my 
parents putting me in time out but as a 
teacher I am sure I did with my students. 

Perhaps the main purpose of it was to 
allow the student to think about what 

they had done and decide not to do that 
again. 
    Deborah said that as she glanced at the 

globe it occurred to her that the whole 
world was in a “time out”! This virus has 

stopped world commerce. In our country 
no more traffic jams, the skyscrapers are 
dark. Great halls of learning are silent, 

and our church pews are 
empty. The list could go on 

and on as our world has 
come to a halt. That is ex-

cept for our first respond-
ers and doctors and nurses 
and all those who are fight-

ing this battle on the front 
lines!  No shots have been 

exchanged, no bombs dropped, no new 
foreign armies have invaded us. Virtually 
our whole planet is on pause! For now, 

the one thing that we had such a short 
supply of we now have plenty of ---TIME! 

    Deborah goes on to say- -- - - 

What if –all that our world revolves 
around has been put on pause? 

What if—everything that distracts us has 

been set aside for a specific purpose? 

What if—in the midst of this horrendous 

epoch in human history, the Author of 

time was granting humanity-Time out! 

What if—for one brief moment in history 
humanity was given “extra time”? And if 

so why? 
    Today we are frantically looking for a 

cure for this virus. The brightest scientific 
minds are searching for a cure.  What if 
the cure for this virus was identified and 

made available to all humanity. We would 
try to be the first in line to receive it and 

at no cost to us. 
    Deborah goes on to tell us that another 

virus worse than the corona virus has in-
vaded our whole planet. That virus is the 

sin nature, fallenness. 

    This virus is extremely lethal. Yet 
someone has come to our planet and 

given us the “Cure”.  Jesus took this 
deadly virus upon Himself and died in our 
place to give us the Cure. This Cure costs 

us nothing but it cost God the Son 
everything. How do we know this Cure 

works and is effective? After three days 
Jesus rose from the grave and validated 
that all that God told us is TRUE! 

    And throughout the centuries millions 
who have invited Christ into their lives 

have found this to be true. Jesus alone 
can forgive our sins and give us His 
Eternal Life. He is indeed the “Real Deal”! 

    What if for the first time 
for many people we all now 

have time to think and ask 
ourselves some questions. 

Why am I here? What is my 
purpose? Where am I going 
after I die?  Is there really 

any hope for mankind?  I am 
not saying that God caused 

this virus but perhaps using it for good in 
all of our lives and giving us “time” to 
think on these things is what God had in 

mind. 
    Can we “seize the moment”, spend time 

with our Lord, find the peace only He can 
give us and then reach out to others who 
desperately need to know the One Who 

has given His life to give us the Cure for 
our sin. Many good things are happening 

because of this corona virus, people are 
coming together in ways like never 
before. 

    Draw near to God at this time. John and 
I sing Hymns together every evening. This 

is a time to spend time with our Lord. May 
we use this “time out” wisely and redeem 
this time that we have been given. 

 
    God be with you. 
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Westfed Food Pantry 

 
Each month this year, Westfed Pantry 

(located at Grace Lutheran Church) 

provided emergency food items and toiletries to approximately 100 

families living in the 45211 and 45238 zip codes.  Social distancing 

practices were observed and will continue as long as the pantry is 

able to remain open.  

Please check the Westfed Facebook page 
( https://www.facebook.com/Westfed-Food-Pantry-683028575069765 )  
for updates on the pantry’s service schedule. 

 

Thank you for supporting our neighborhood mission. 

Thursdays-To-Gather 
 

Have you ever considered being part of the Walk to Emmaus? 
Want to learn more? 

 

    Join us, conditions permitting, for the May 21, 

Thursdays-to-Gather Community Meal and program. Diane 

and Henry Arnold and Kevin Davis will share their Emmaus 

experiences and how others may grow in their faith by 

participating in this program. 

 

    This is a great opportunity to invite a friend or neighbor.  

Mark your calendar!  

 

If services have resumed, sign up on our weekly Worship 

Booklet in the Count Me In section. 

 

Should you have questions, contact the Church Office: 

513.662.2048  

Saturday Morning Women's Bible Study 
 

COVID 19 Plan:   

We began our new study, The Joshua Code by O. S. Hawkins, on April 4.  

We are currently meeting Saturday mornings using the Zoom app. 

If you would like to join us, please send a note to Pam Outt: peoutt@cinci.rr.com 

and we will get you on the invite list to join us. 

 

Here is where we are in the book: 

 

May 2 - Verse 5 - Romans 8:28 

May 9 - Verse 6 - Matt 5:6 

May16 - Verse 7 - Isaiah 53:6 

May 23  - Verse 8 - Matthew 7:7 

May 30 - Verse 9 - Ephesians 5:18 

 

 

If Back to Normal Plan: Meeting Every Other Saturday -- 

We meet every other Saturday in the Upper Room at 8am. 

[May 2, May 16 & May 30] 

tel:+1-513-662-2048
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    The ladies of Lydia Circle will be blessed 

with a visit by Andrea Holtman, Director of 

Weightless Anchor, from Bloc Ministries at 

our May 19 meeting—conditions 

permitting. 

    Her presentation will portray a women's 

point of view of living on the streets and 

then changing a whole life for the good.  

    If you would like to hear Andrea speak, 

please come to our 2pm meeting May 19. 

    If you are interested in helping Andrea 

with women in need, they have provided a 

list of needs and it will be posted on a 

Bulletin board  in the hallway. 

    A financial donation can be given to 

Bobbi Ostermeyer or Linda Schumacher 

after church any Sunday.  If needed, you 

may call Linda: 513.245.0898  

  God has blessed our church and we will 

continue helping those in need.   

 

Please keep these people in your prayers 

as they need your love 

and God's love to grow self-reliant. 

SERMON SERIES & SMALL GROUP EXPERIENCE 
 

    Janet Koehler will continue an all-church small 

group experience for 2020—ONLINE Thursday 

Evenings, 7pm to 8pm, via Facebook while the 

Stay-at-Home procedures are still in effect. 

[do a search on Youtube.com: Believe Bible Study] 

 

 Each Session lives on its own—In other words, 

you are not “lost” by not being here last week or 

no fear starting new with a Session. 

 The reading/self study time commitment is 

only an hour each week. 

 We have great feedback on the material and the small group events. 

 

 

The Grow Team & Pastor Carrie’s Believe Bible Study Sermon Series will resume  as soon 

as the Social Distancing restrictions are lifted.  
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HEARTS AND HAMMERS 
 
    The outreach to our community from the Hearts and Hammers Team has been very exciting in the 

past few months.  The team did repair on the home of Lois Johannes, and now she can safely walk down 

her back steps and not have to worry about it getting wet inside the house when it rains. 

    When Tom Green became incapacitated and needed to use a 

wheelchair, this group built an awesome ramp in front of his home in 

the pouring rain.  This allowed Tom to be at home with his family, 

including Christmas Day, until his final days.  The ramp was repurposed 

with the blessing of Ella and Kim Green, into 

much-needed steps at the trailer of Mike and Amanda Rowland, who are 

part of the Elizabethtown UMC and served by our members Jayne and 

Glen Lash.  Much work was done to help the Rowland family with beds 

for their three children, insulation, walls and floors. 

     

 

We want to thank the congregation for their support of Hearts and 

Hammers through their prayers, gifts and talents. 

Our Giving & Sharing Update 
 

        Sharing our blessings with others is one form of expressing 

praise and thanksgiving to God for all that He provides us.  Writing 

this article at the beginning of April for the May issue and looking 

back at the plans for March that changed dramatically brings into 

focus how much our lives have been altered in just one month.  We 

have been reminded that sharing our beliefs and blessings within 

our church body is just as important as our efforts to be Christ 

based servants to others who are less fortunate.  

 

    Social distancing and stay-at-home directives have curtailed our 

ability to be physically present in the community.  Cheviot United 

Methodist Church has responded by using social media to bring 

messages of hope to our members.  And we know these messages 

have also reached out and touched others who are looking for good 

news in a time of great uncertainty. 

 

    The steadfast commitment of our church family to supporting 

the ministry and mission of Cheviot United Methodist Church, 

especially in March, has balanced our budget for the first quarter of 

2020.  We give thanks to you and praise to God for your support. 

 

    Our financial support through March is summarized below.   

Monthly Tithes & Offerings goal:  $30,100.00 

Average per month:  $29,280.00 

Total monthly mission offerings:  $1,278.75 

Total Designated Giving for all Missions:  $2,474.75 

 

    We will be continuing our ministry and missions within the 

boundaries established by our need to be socially responsible.  This 

includes maintaining and supporting our staff so that we are able to 

continue ministering to our congregation and are prepared to serve 

others when opportunities arise.  It is through faith that we believe 

those who are able will continue to provide financial support for 

Cheviot United Methodist Church in this uncertain time. 
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A Message of Hope from Church World Service  
 

Church World Service, the organization that distributes our school kits and hygiene kits, 

reminds us that for decades, we’ve been helping our neighbors in vulnerable communities in 

the U.S. and around the world prepare for a crisis like the current pandemic. 

 

•Hand washing and clean water information are part of CWS sanitation and hygiene programs 

•Healthcare access - over the years, you’ve helped close the gap between vulnerable 

populations and the healthcare they need 

•Disaster recovery cycles - through CWS, you’ve helped in every step:  preparation, 

immediate aid, and long-term recovery 

•Resilience through Diversification - programs teach farmers to vary crops and types of 

livestock; have supplemental forms of income (such as homemade crafts) to stabilize the 

community in times of crisis 

•Hygiene kits - a bar of soap and a washcloth are included in each kit 

 

It’s easy to feel hopeless in our current situation, but there are so many reasons to be 

hopeful.  Countless people worldwide are doing extraordinary things to keep everyone safe.  

Laura Curkendall, Director of Program Communications for CWS, is based in the state of 

Washington.  “I’m so grateful for everyone who is going out of their way to wrap their 

neighbors in love right now (from a safe distance, of course).  A lot of things in life are paused 

right now.  Having hope doesn’t have to be one of them." 

Here We Go Again... Reading the Bible in a year (or two) 
 

Apparently, "normal" is not going to happen for a while and there have been many requests to try a 

session using the ZOOM App.  So......We will have a virtual Zoom Meeting Thursday, May 7, at 7pm.  

Please do the following before the meeting: 

•  Read Matthew 16-28; & Exodus 1-9 

(FYI—this is Week 4 in the book, A Woman's Guide to Reading the Bible in a Year) 

•  Download the free Zoom App 

If you are interested in joining us, e-mail Pam: peoutt@cinci.rr.com to receive a ZOOM Meeting invite. 
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Our vision is to connect and serve all people so that lives are transformed 

and empowered through the love of Christ.  
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A Message from Pastor Carrie — May 2020 
    Dear CUMC Family, 

    I pray that you are staying home and doing well during these potentially stressful times. I am 

aware that it is normal to feel some fear in times like these and so I wanted to bring you a 

message to calm those fears. It is comforting to know that even Jesus’ disciples went through 

times of fear and uncertainty. In our scripture from Matthew, Chapter 8, we learn that Jesus 

used a storm in the lives of his disciples to strengthen their faith in him and teach them the true 

meaning of the words “Do Not Fear.”  I hope that you can listen to this story again in light of our 

fearful times and receive comfort and assurance that Jesus is “In the Boat” with us as we 

navigate fearful waters. You can access all my messages to you by going to www.youtube.com 

and typing “Carrie Jena” in the search bar. 

    If you know someone in our church family who may not know how to navigate their 

computer, would you take a moment and give them a call and teach them how to do it? Also, if 

this message is helpful to you, would you help us share it with others by clicking on the arrow 

under the video screen called “Share”. Then you can post it to your Facebook, Instagram, or 

e-mail so that others can be blessed.  In the coming days, we will be sending out basic 

instructions to help people connect on-line and also update them the old-fashioned way—

through the mail! 

    I pray that you are staying home, staying healthy and staying encouraged until we meet 

again. 

God is Near, 

Pastor Carrie 


