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Crossbeams Newsletter    August 2019  

August is the time of year when a lot of people head to 
the beach. For many years now, my family has spent 
time in Cape May, New Jersey. What started out in 
1962 as a small get-together for a handful of people has 
now grown to include grandparents, parents, kids and 
friends of kids. One of the favorite activities for the kids 
during that week was to ride their boogie boards out 
into the ocean to “catch a wave.” I remember the first 
time that I caught a wave as a kid. I told everyone that I 
had gone ‘surfing” that day. There is nothing like the 
freedom and power of riding that perfect wave all the 
way to shore. Years later, I moved to California and got 
to see what surfing was really like! I decided to stick 
with boogie boards.  
Do you know that catching a wave is not just something 
for surfers or for kids on their boogie boards to do?  
Churches that are growing and revitalizing themselves 
are good at catching waves too. In other words, they 
build momentum from the positive things that they do 
throughout the year and they don’t let an opportunity 
go by without telling others about it. One definition of 
momentum is “Forward motion fueled by a series of 
“wins”. Sounds like catching waves to me! Some people 
feel uncomfortable talking about the good things that 
their church is doing. They consider it boasting and they 
feel that Christians should never boast about their 
accomplishments. But, in the 31st verse of 1 Corinthians 
1, Paul gives us a different perspective on boasting. He 
says that it is good to boast as long as we do it right. He 
says, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
Because when good things are happening in any 
church, it is really the Lord that is the power behind it 
all. When we boast in Him, we give Him all the credit 

for the wave that we are riding.  
During our celebration of Music and Mission last 
month, we highlighted the “wave-catching” that has 
been building momentum in our church this past year.  
Whether it has been much-needed upgrades to our 
facility, increased mission in our community, wonderful 
worship services, youth mission trips, new members 
joining our church, new women’s ministries, 
community forums about issues that we care about or 
vibrant Men’s and Women’s Bible studies. All of these 
activities are building momentum in our church and 
leading us into a new year of growth and vitality. I don’t 
know about you, but I am immensely proud to be part 
of the momentum that is Cheviot UMC and I hope you 
are too. I also know that there are people living all 
around our church who would love to catch some 
waves of their own.  Maybe they just need to know that 
there is a church like ours in their own backyard. 
August is the best month of the year to invite someone 
to catch a wave with you. Who can you talk to about 
what God is doing at Cheviot UMC? Who can you invite 
to come and be a part of the momentum that is 
building here? Of all of the new members who have 
joined our church in the last year and a half, 90% of 
them came for the first time because of a personal 
invitation.  Ask God to show you who to invite to a 
church service, a mission event, a presentation, or a 
Bible study. Check our website and the bulletin for the 
next great wave that is coming our way.   
See you in church!  Pastor Carrie  

 

Catch That Wave 
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Westfed Food Pantry 
Items needed: bars of soap, spaghetti sauce, 
jelly, and large paper grocery bags. Check the 
Sunday bulletin for additional needs that may 
occur throughout the month. Donation baskets 
are outside the Werner Lounge. Donation 
envelopes are available on the Welcome 
Tables. Please make checks out to CUMC with 
the memo: Westfed. 

Thank you for supporting our neighborhood 
mission. 

PASSING THE BATON - Our Moscow missionaries 
With the end of the school year, we have officially resigned from the English school, but remain missionaries 
with TMS-Global. Our plan is to move back home in July and spend the next six months visiting our partner 
churches and sharing our story of God’s amazing grace and love in reaching this lost world. As you can imagine, 
moving back after twelve years overseas will take some time. With our retirement looming, we’ve spent a lot of 
time looking for a replacement. It’s been a huge answer to prayer to find a candidate in the last weeks of 
school. Andrew has fifteen years teaching and administrative experience. We’re so thankful to find such a 
talented and capable person for the school. Please pray for Andrew and for a good transition to his new 
position. We plan to continue to advise the school and help find new teachers if possible. 
We are heading into retirement with mixed emotions. We realize the physical limitations of our age and yet, the 
friendships and relationships over the years have lifelong meaning for us and it is hard to say goodbye. Some of 
our earlier students are now teachers and are getting married. These friendships mean so much to us! 
Please pray for God's blessing and provision as we begin our journey back. Thank you for your continued prayers 
and support!                     Chris & Sue Champion 

Vacation Bible School 2019 - Yee Haw 
VBS was a success this year. We had approximately 40 children who  
participated in the 3-evening event. We would like to thank all the vol-
unteers who helped make this happen. We couldn't have done it with-
out you. The Elementary students had a fun time prepping dry soup mix-
es for Bethany House, which is a nonprofit organization who provides 
housing to families who need a place to find rest and restoration. They 
also help them get back on their feet and find housing of their own. We 
delivered 100 prepackaged soups to them and they were very apprecia-
tive to receive them. We also collected money for the "Dragon Fly Foun-
dation" along with items needed for their facility. They are a nonprofit 
organization who helps pediatric cancer patients and their families find 
strength, courage and joy.  Friday night was "Family Night" which includ-
ed Sunrock Farms and Kona Ice.  Pastor Carrie took photos of our fami-
lies.  Thanks to all who attended. 
 
Missy, Megan and Katie 
Co-directors  

Missions – The 4th Sunday mission offering for August will 

be held on Aug. 25 and will benefit the UMCOR (United 
Methodist Committee on Relief). UMCOR brings God’s 
hope, healing and renewal to people whose lives have been 
disrupted by war, conflict or natural disaster. UMCOR pro-
vides humanitarian relief and disaster response to people in 
more than 80 countries, including the United States. 
UMCOR is currently engaged in relief efforts in Texas 
(Hurricane Harvey), in Syria (civil war), Sierra Leone 
(mudslides), and many other places around the world. Your 
gift will help with continuing relief efforts as well as long 
term education, training and support. 

http://www.umcor.org/
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/churches-dealing-with-disaster
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Dear Cheviot UMC members and friends, 
As your lay member to the West Ohio Conference (WOC), the following is my report on the annual session held June 2 
– 6, 2019.  This year was the 50th session of annual conference.  The conference theme was “Be Not Afraid – HOPE,” 
based on Romans 15:13, “May the hope of God fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
Worship 
Every day of Annual Conference included worship services utilizing various styles of worship throughout the week.  
WOC Bishop Gregory V. Palmer, Bishop Mande Muyombo of the UMC North Katanga Conference in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, and Rev. Laura Bensman, Pastor of St. Andrew UMC in Toledo, OH, delivered inspiring 
messages during these services.   
Episcopal Address 
In Bishop Palmer’s episcopal address to the conference, he spoke to the unrest in the denomination regarding human 
sexuality.  He exhorted us to not be defined as individuals by a single conversation and a single story.  Bishop Palmer 
also encouraged us to refocus on the primary mission of disciple-making and world transformation, relying on 
scripture to guide us.  In his words: “If there was a memo that came from Holy Ghost headquarters that said ‘all of you 
United Methodists are free to suspend your attention to the primary mission of disciple-making and world 
transformation until you resolve the challenge of human sexuality,’ signed God, Creator, Redeemer, Sanctifier, Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost, I just need you to know I missed the parchment and I didn’t get a digital version.” 
Featured Speaker in Laity Session 
Jayne Lash was one of 4 featured lay speakers at the Monday morning worship service who shared their journeys 
through troubled times and relied on the HOPE afforded to us through the Grace of the Holy Spirit.  Jayne spoke of the 
extremely difficult and painful medical journey she has been on for the past two and a half years.  Her message was 
inspiring and very well received by the attendees. 
Mission Offering 
This year’s mission offering of over $200,000 was shared between the WOC Light the Way campaign and support for 
new congregations in the North Katanga Conference.  The Light the Way portion brings the total gifts and pledges for 
that campaign to $2.6 million, which is now past the halfway point in reaching $5.0 million by 2021.  Cheviot’s May 
mission offering went towards supporting these two programs. 
Business of the Conference 
Pastoral Appointments – At annual conference, the Bishop affirms the pastoral appointments for the coming year.  As 
was expected, Pastor Carrie Jena was re-appointed to Cheviot UMC for another year.  In our Ohio River Valley District 
(ORVD), both the District Superintendent, Rev. Todd Anderson, and the Assistant District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. 
Suzanne Allen, were re-appointed to ORVD. 
Business – Reports were presented throughout the week and several resolutions were passed.  Some reports and 
resolutions are highlighted here.  Complete details are available in publications on the WOC news website 
https://www.westohioumc.org/news/conference/articles 
Conference rule changes were proposed to require a majority vote for electing each delegate and alternate to 
represent the WOC Conference at General and Jurisdictional conferences.  The rule changes were approved. 
Delegates to represent the WOC in 2020 at General Conference (7 clergy & 7 laity) and Jurisdictional Conference (7 
clergy & 7 laity) along with Alternates (4 clergy & 4 laity) were elected. 
Conference officers were nominated and elected for the coming year. 
Five recommendations were presented in the Book of Reports: 

#1 Passed – Council on Finance & Administration Budget and Calendar for 2020.  
Special offerings/Sundays in 2020 

Human Relations Day – January 19 
UMCOR Sunday - March 22 
Native American Ministries Sunday - April 26 
Peace with Justice Sunday – June 7 
World Communion Sunday - October 4 

Lay Member Annual Conference Report 

Continue on page 4 

https://www.westohioumc.org/news/conference/articles
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… Now 

News for Saturday Morning Women's Bible Study! Reading the Bible in a Year (or Two)!!  
All woman are welcome to join the Saturday Morning Woman's Bible Study (invite friends and relatives 
too).  
We meet every other Saturday in the Upper Room (change in location) at 8AM and finish around 9:15 AM  
Here are the future dates and readings we will be discussing (please feel free to begin joining us ANY-
TIME!!!)  

August 10         Jeremiah 40-52; Lamentations 1-5; Psalms 107-115 
August 24         Psalms 116-142 
September 7     Psalms 143-150; Ezekiel 1-18 
September 21   Ezekiel 19-39 
      

The Bible is the only book whose Author is always present when one reads it.  
--Anonymous 

United Methodist Student Day - November 29 
#2 Passed – Board of Pension & Health Benefits, which keeps healthcare coverage the same for active and 

retired clergy.  The Conference has added an Employee Assistance Program for additional mental health 
support. 

#3 Passed – Commission on Equitable Compensation, in which the recommended minimum salary for clergy 
is 2% higher in 2020 versus 2019. 

#4 Passed as amended - Petition to the 2020 General Conference to Amend Book of Discipline Paragraph 
316.1: Clarification of Context of Ministry Regarding Licensed Clergy. 

#5 Passed - Petition to the 2020 General Conference to Amend Book of Discipline Paragraph 319.2: Annual 
Licensing for Local Pastors. 

There was a celebration of service for clergy, recognizing the following milestones: 
43 clergy retired 
2 Provisional Deacons were commissioned 
10 Provisional Elders were commissioned 
4 Deacons were ordained 
21 Elders were ordained 

Other Attendees from Cheviot UMC 
Clergy member – Rev. Carrie Jena 
Certified Lay Minister / District at-large member – Jayne Lash 
Certified Lay Speaker / District at-large member - Glen Lash 
WOC UMW President – Jeanne Long 
Laity – Mary Ann Jacobs 
Summary Comments 
After watching the discord and hurtful behavior during the Special General Conference, it was reassuring to 
experience the calm and respectful atmosphere of this year’s annual WOC session.  Along with Bishop Palmer’s 
emphasis on refocusing on making disciples and using the scriptures to guide us, I found the conference to be a very 
uplifting experience, which indeed instilled a renewed HOPE for the United Methodist Church. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Tom Kindervater 
Lay Member to Annual Conference 

Continued from page 3 

My prayers and thanks go out for all the cards and phone calls that I received.  
You don't know how much it made me feel to be blessed by such a loving and caring 
church Family. 

God Bless, Vera Wertz 
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8/1 Vicki Groh 

8/2 Barb Boesherz 

   David Beiderbeck 

   Jeff Parker 

8/5 Don Francis 

   Tom Struckman 

8/6 Shirley Durbin 

8/7 Chip Cummings JR 

8/11 Sarah Brice 

8/12 Bud Hoffman 

    Norma Barkalow 

8/13 Marge Kugele 

8/14 Karen Ebel 

    Ed Bolia 

8/16 Ruth Warner 

    Charlotte Bruestle 

    Alex Thomas 

8/18Charlie Sparenberg 

    Debbie Wade 

    Annette McGinnis 

    Miles Jena 

8/19 Jeff Becker 

8/20 Diane Arnold 

    Janice Barr 

    Shirley Pemberton 

    JoAnn Reber 

8/24 Jim Mazza 

8/26 Linda Hinds 

8/28 Linda Benken 

    Tom Green 

    Jonda Byrd 

8/31 Vicki Mazza  

8/13 Jim & Janice Barr 

8/23 Doug & Kathleen Grosse 

 Claude & Brenda Zerby 

8/28 Rick & Linda Hinds 

8/30 Jerry & Jonda Byrd 

POSITIONS OPEN: In soprano, alto, tenor, and bass sections of the choir. 
 
PHYSICAL QUALIFICATIONS: You must be able to carry a melody or harmony part and 
have vision good enough to see the choir director 10 feet away. 
 
EXPERIENCE: No applications will be accepted from persons who have not sung, 
whistled, or hummed a tune at work, in the bathtub or shower, or at some time in 
their lives. 
 
BEGINNING WAGE: Guaranteed satisfaction and joy in the service of the Lord and the 
church. 
 
FRINGE BENEFITS-SOCIAL SECRUITY: We can assure the security of social fellowship 
with other choir members. 
 
TO APPLY: New help should talk to our director, Carol Gangwer at: 513.385.2209. 
 
REHEARSALS START: September 4, 7 PM, in the Choir Room. 
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Hike For Hospice 
The women’s ministries team is encouraging all of us to get walking! We will be meeting up to walk in the Hike for 
Hospice on September 7. Registration begins at 9:30 and the 2.5 mile walk begins at 10:30. Registration is $25 and 
includes lunch, a t-shirt, live music and raffles. The walk starts at Summit Park at 4335 Glendale Milford Rd. We can 
carpool from church for those interested in going. You can register now at HospiceofCincinnati.org/hike. We also plan 
on gathering together to walk for Alzheimer’s in October. Keep alert for more details to come about both walks! 

Ladies: 
• Let's Do Dinner 
Thursday August 8th (6:00 PM) - Let's Do Dinner -   
Keep your eye on the Sunday Bulletin for continued information and the "Count Me In" Sheet.  So far we have had a 
great turn out. Please join us at the Kreimer’s Beer House and bring a friend!! 
 

• Beth Moore at the BBT Arena 
Fri/Sat Aug 23/24th - Please contact Mary Painter Romanello (513.941.6636) to check on ticket availability and pricing 
if you are interested in attending. We will be having complementary transportation from Church on both Friday and 
Saturday courtesy of Croswell Bus Line. 
 

• Sarah Circle 
Tuesday August 27th (7:00 PM) - Please join us for Sarah Circle (United Methodist Women). We will continue with 
planning for upcoming events for this fall. 
 

• Women's Fall Retreat 
Fri/Sat - Nov 1 (evening) and Nov 2 (daytime) 
We are in the early planning stages for the fall retreat. It will be at Aston Woods Club House (car-pooling will be availa-
ble from CUMC). Our keynote speaker will be Diane Stortz. She is the author of a women's guide to reading the Bible in 
a year. If you are interested in helping with the event, please write a note with your name and contact information on 
the "count me in" sheet and add to the offering plate 

FESTIVAL OF SHARING 

After worship on August 4 and 11, Missions Committee members will distribute shopping lists, cloth bags (for school 
kits), and ziplock bags (for health kits) for the annual Church World Service project.  Kits are sent to 
communities experiencing extreme poverty, violence, or natural disasters in the U.S. and around the world. 
Please purchase items in the specified sizes only.  For shipments leaving the U.S., all kits must be identical to meet 
Customs requirements.  Kits are due Sunday, August 25.  Collection boxes will be outside Werner Lounge and the 
Fellowship Hall August 4-25. Partial kits / extra supplies are accepted. (Monetary donations should be marked “FOS” 
on the envelope or a check made out to CUMC should have “FOS” marked on memo line.) 
 

Health Kit items: 
1 hand towel (approximately 15” x 28” to 16” x 32”) - no dish towels or micro-fiber 
1 washcloth 
1 wide-tooth comb (available at discount stores and Sally Beauty) 
1 fingernail or toenail clipper 
1 bath-size bar of soap in the original package 
1 toothbrush in the original package 
10 standard size band-aids 
 

School Kit items: 
1 pair blunt scissors (rounded tip only) 
three 70-count notebooks (no loose leaf or filler paper) 
one 12” ruler 
1 hand-held pencil sharpener 
1 large eraser 
6 unsharpened pencils with erasers 
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I wish it was! Oh, how I wish it was! What I long for 
was there, in Eden. I long for perfection and 
permanence. Oh, how I long for that! Eden was 
perfect!  
 

God created a perfect universe so there was 
“universal perfection”. He created “ecological 
perfection”. There was perfect balance between the 
plants and animals. 
God created “physical perfection” with perfect 
personalities and mental and emotional and 
organizational perfection. 
 

Adam and Eve knew “relational perfection”. There 
was no guilt, no shame, no 
inhibitions. And above all, God 
created “spiritual perfection”. 
God walked with Adam and Eve 
in the cool of the day. He talked 
with them and they with Him.  
 

God’s original intent for His 
children was “Eden”.  Adam and 
Eve had everything they wanted 
and everything they needed. 
Life was so very good! It was God’s plan to be the 
ultimate Lord over all and managed by His created 
people, Adam and Eve. There was one stipulation 
for them, “You can eat of every tree in the Garden 
of Eden except the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil”. It seems like such a simple rule. But in 
essence what God was saying to His children was, “I 
am God and you are not”! 
But another voice came to them, “God did not say 
that. You can eat of any tree you want to”. You see, 
Adam and Eve had freedom to choose. And choose 
they did. As representatives of the human race and 
our ancestors, their choice was passed on to the 
whole human race. Adam and Eve wanted to be 
“like” God and because of that choice Eden was lost 
to them and to the whole human race.  
 

What happened next was what can be called “the 
fallenness factor”. Our world was cursed and 
nothing was permanent or perfect any more. In 
order to understand what is happening in our world, 
it is important to understand this. Richard Swenson 

says that “not understanding fallenness is like trying 
to understand infectious disease without first 
understanding microbes. Previous to the first 
microscopic sighting of bacteria, everyone 
understood that if you got a high fever and felt 
horrible, you might die. But they did not understand 
why this happened. They had not yet isolated the 
pathogen”. If we wish to understand the “why” of 
the condition of our world and ourselves we need to 
understand the “fallenness factor”. Our world has a 
defect. Yes, there is still some beauty and goodness 
in our world but our created world and human 
world is filled with fallenness.  
 

There are two kinds of fallenness, 
natural and moral. Our created 
world suffers from “natural 
fallenness”. Romans chapter 8 tells 
us that the whole created world is 
groaning as if in child birth waiting 
to be delivered from the curse of 
this fallen world. Moral sin or 
fallenness shows up every night on 
the local and world news. The Bible 
tells us that our hearts are deceitful 

and desperately wicked, who can know a person’s 
heart. The reason bad things happen to all of us is 
because we live in a cursed world. God has given us 
freedom to choose and we have inherited the 
nature of Adam. We now choose to say, “My way 
God, not Yours”. 
You may wonder why I am writing such a “negative 

article”. Hang in there, the best news is yet to come 

in next month’s Crossbeams. Is it possible that Eden 

will be restored? Is it possible for humans to enjoy 

the life God created for us to know here and now? 

The Father wants His children to “come home” and 

after the fall in Eden, the whole Bible has one theme

- - -REDEMTION. God has a plan and we are part of 

that plan when we come back home to the Father’s 

House. Stay tuned! 

This Ain’t Eden—Part 1            by Lois Schalk-Hartley 
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Worship Schedule 

 

Cheviot United Methodist Church Contact Info 

Carrie Jena, Pastor  ..................... pastorcarrie123@gmail.com  

Lois Schalk-Hartley, Assoc. Pastor  ............... awriter@fuse.net  

Church Office/Prayer Requests  ......... office@cheviotumc.com  

Katie Golek & Ashley Rhodes, Youth Ministry

 ....................................................... youth@cheviotumc.com  

Juanita Woodburn, Flower Orders  ..flowers@cheviotumc.com  

Carol Gangwer, Choir  ............................. cgangwer@fuse.net  

Marcia Lucas, Bells  ......................... mslucas@zoomtown.com  

Anne Schummer, Children/Youth Choir/Bells  piano@fuse.net  

Lynn Krebs, Facilities  .......................... lynn@cheviotumc.com  

Promotions ...................... communications@cheviotumc.com  

Our vision is to connect and serve all people so that lives are transformed and empowered through the love of Christ. 

9:10 a.m.  
Traditional Worship—Sanctuary  

 
10:20 a.m.  

Sunday School (All Ages)  
 

11:15 a.m.  
Contemporary Worship—Fellowship Hall  

Non-Profit Organization 

 


