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Crossbeams Newsletter    January 2020  

I know that many of you reading this 
Crossbeam already attend church weekly and 
I am so grateful for that! But, this article is for 
anyone who has been on the fence about 
whether or not church really matters that 
much in your life. It is also a great article to 
give to your friends and family members who 
have drifted away from church. Because 
January is a great month to create new habits 
for the coming year, I wanted to share this 
article with you.    

For some of you, it’s not that you don’t like 
the church, it’s just that – well, LIFE 
sometimes gets in the way.  
Maybe you’re a college student, raised up in 
the church and launched with much prayer. 
Student life is so erratic and the weekends 
are so filled that you just haven’t plugged into 
a church body. 

Maybe you’re a young couple busy kindling 
careers. You love some Kari Jobe and you 
have personal devotions, but Sundays have 
become time to catch up on sleep or get 
together with friends. 

Maybe you have a busy family with multiple 
kids in multiple sports -- elite leagues that 
require traveling every weekend and 

commitments for Sunday games and 
practices. 

Perhaps you’re an empty nester and now that 
the kids are gone, you just don’t feel the 
same compelling need to be in church or 
serve in church and little by little, you’ve 
stepped away from church altogether. 
Or maybe, you don’t actually like the 
church. Someone at church hurt you deeply. 
Someone offended you – maybe someone in 
leadership who should have known better -- 
and so you’ve decided you’ll keep Jesus but 
reject the church.   

Is church really necessary for the Christian? I 
want to share 5 reasons why you can’t do 
without church as a Christian. 

1) You’re missing out on how God has 
chosen to work in this age. God founded the 
church. It’s not an invention of men like the 
Elks club or the Red Cross. God created the 
church and has specifically tasked it to carry 
out His work until Christ returns. (Acts 1:2) 

If you’re saved, you’re part of the church -- 
one body – His beloved bride. This body is 
made of believers all across the world 
meeting in multiple congregations.               

Why Going to Church Weekly Matters, reprinted from Crosswalk.com  

Continuer on page 2 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ac+1:2
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The church provides fellowship, community, 
corporate worship, discipleship and ministry; 
it performs the ordinances of communion 
and baptism; it sends out the called to the 
utter ends of the earth. The church is a gift 
from God in this age. 

2) You’re missing out on using your spiritual 
gifts. Every believer has one or more spiritual 
gifts – gifts like teaching, giving, serving, 
evangelism, hospitality and encouraging. 
When we a give gift, we mean for the 
recipient to use and enjoy it. Not so with 
spiritual gifts. They’re not meant for the 
recipient. The spiritual gifts God gives us are 
meant for the church. 

If you aren’t plugged into the church, the 
body isn’t getting your spiritual gift. Maybe 
you think it won’t be missed. Scripture says 
your gift will be missed.  

(1 Cor 14:26; Eph 4:12) Not only that, but 
we’ll be held responsible for how we use our 
spiritual gift. In Matthew 25, Jesus told the 
parable about a servant who buried a talent 
given him by his master. When the master 
returned, those who had multiplied their 
talents were praised and rewarded while the 
servant who had buried his talent was 
rebuked and chastened. 

3) You’re missing out on spiritual gifts meant 
for you. If you’re not in a church, not only is 
the body missing out on your spiritual gifts, 
but you are missing out on the body’s 
spiritual gifts intended for you. Sure, you can 
turn on the radio or a podcast and hear great 
preaching. But you’ll miss out altogether on 
the shepherding a local pastor provides. You’ll 
also miss gifts of service, encouragement, 
hospitality, prophecy and so many more that 
God intends for you to build you into a strong 

and mature believer. 

4) You’re missing out on accountability. God 
calls believers to be holy. Can we do that on 
our own? Theoretically, maybe it’s possible. 
Practically, however, the more we’re out from 
under regular Biblical teaching and the more 
we drift away from others also authentically 
trying to live a holy life, the more difficult it is 
to live by God’s standards. In a world veering 
further and further from God’s standard, 
regular fellowship and intentional worship 
with the body of Christ re-align us. It helps 
provide a plumb line of accountability in a 
world that eschews both plumb lines and 
accountability. 

5) You’re missing out on the sweetest 
fellowship this side of heaven.  

Why the church? We are meant to walk this 
Christian life together. I know churches can 
hurt. I know they can offend. And I’m deeply 
sorry for that. 

But countless churches across the globe are 
the authentic body of Christ – imperfect and 
yet gloriously bearing Christ’s image. 

Robert Frost wrote about two roads that 
diverged in the wood. I cannot imagine what 
my life would look like without the 
friendships, the equipping, the accountability, 
the ministry that various congregations of 
believers have provided in my life. The road 
you choose – in church or out – will make all 
the difference. 

 

See you in church!    Pastor Carrie  

 

 

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/baptism-what-is-it-meaning-and-definition.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+25
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… Now 

News for Saturday Morning Women's Bible Study!  
 All woman are welcome to join the Saturday Morning Woman's Bible Study (invite friends and relatives 

too).  
 We meet every other Saturday in the Upper Room at 8 AM and finish around 

9:15 AM  
 

We are starting a new study on January 11, 2020. We will be reading and discussing 

the book entitled The Will of God by Leslie Weatherhead. The book contains 5 

chapters and we will discuss 1 chapter each time we meet.  

 

"The Bible is the only book whose Author is always present when one reads it.  
--Anonymous 

Sweet Shop Coming Soon 
Get your appetite ready because the SWEET SHOP is coming back. Yess!!!, all your good pies, cakes and 
snacks will be available on Sunday, February 9th, in the Werner Lounge. We will serve your hunger in be-
tween the services. All monies collected will help us support those in need at the City Gospel Mission and 

the Bethany House. We may also expand our help to others that are Homeless and 
Hungry. God bless everyone that supports our outreach 
If you have any question please call Linda Schumacher at: 245.0898. We welcome new 
members 
The Lydia Circle. 
 

Westfed Food Pantry 
Items needed: bars of soap, peanut butter and large paper grocery bags. Check the Sunday bulletin for 
additional needs that may occur throughout the month. Donation baskets are outside the Werner 
Lounge. Donation envelopes are available on the Welcome Tables. Please make checks out to CUMC 
with the memo: Westfed. Thank you for supporting our  

neighborhood mission. 

Trustees are looking for someone to learn how to operate the sound systems at church.  

• We need backups for our sound system operators .  

• We will train you how to operate the systems. 
If you would like to volunteer please contact Dick Becker at:  Becker_RC@yahoo.com or 513.314.6124 
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Grow High, Grow Wide, Grow Deep in February 

In the Grow Team’s effort to continue to nurture our church family in growing higher, wider and deeper in 
our relationship with Christ the team and Pastor Carrie will be preparing us for the roll out of a small groups 
Bible study in February. The team and pastor are still working on details. Look for more information to be 
announced during January and pray that God will lead us in this ministry.      

The Journey Towards New Life 

The season following Christmas is often the most misunderstood time of the year. 
After all of the hype and anticipation of Christmas Day, people often feel a let-down 
on the first Sunday after Christmas. Sure, the decorations are still up, but is there 
really anything left to celebrate? The truth is, some of the most life-changing and 
significant journeys in the Bible happen after the birth of Christ. Beginning on the first 

Sunday after Christmas, we will explore several journeys that changed the course of history. On 
December 29th, Jill Croswell will share the story of the Holy family’s journey out of Egypt. On January 5th, 
Pastor Carrie will share the story of the journey of the Wise Men to worship Christ. January 12th and 19th, 
Pastor Carrie will teach us how to journey into Sabbath rest. On Sunday, January 26th, Dwight Young from 
BLOC Ministries will share his experience in journeying into the community with the Love of Christ. .Join 
us in the New Year and begin your own journey into a deeper relationship with Jesus. See you in church.     

1/2  Milt McCamey 
 

1/6  Jan Mode 
 

1/8  Shirley Grisham 
 

1/9  Tanner Hinds 
 

1/12  Lucas Krebs 
        Pete Wade 
 

1/21  Jim Wilde 
 

1/24 Linda SpecAker 
   Juanita Woodburn 

 
1/25  Zach Maurmeier 
    Helen Perry 
    Linda Schumacher 
 

1/26 Jan Cummings 
 

1/28 Ken Meiners 
 

1/30 Missy Wittich 
 

1/31 Pam Outt 

1/6  Jason & Grace Miller 

 

1/26 Gerald & Ruth Simmons 
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 Christmas is over and perhaps this year was different 

for you.  

What would it take to have a different kind of New 
Year? What would that look like to each of us? I 
wonder? 
The world that we live in is different, 
that’s for sure. Putting our hope and trust 
in anything on this earth has now lost its 
ability to give us any sense of security. So 
where do we go from here and in what 
or in whom can we put true confidence, 
hope, trust, and faith that it or they will 
not let us down?  
We once did an Advent study where five 
people shared their thoughts on  
Christmas. One man said that Jesus came 
to destroy religion. 
What does that mean? We talked about that in our 

group. We defined “religion” as man’s attempt to find 

ways to reach out to God. There are certainly many 

different religions and many different ways that we 

try to find our way to God. 

  

If that is a definition for “religion” then how does 
Christianity differ from religion? We defined 
Christianity as God reaching down to us, down into 
the world that He created. John 3:16 confirms that 
act of God as it says, “God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, so that whosoever 
believes in Him (Jesus) shall not perish but have 
Everlasting Life”. 
  

Jesus Himself had the audacity to say “I am the Way, I 
am the Truth, I am the Life”. John 14:6 He did not say 
I am a way, or a truth or a life. No, with the utmost 
authority, He said He was the Way to God.  
How so? Because the Great Creator became our 
Savior and ALL God’s fullness dwelt in Jesus. The Wise 
Men sought a person. We find that Person of Jesus as 
we open our lives up to Him. Then instead of 
“religion” we find ourselves in a growing “personal 
relationship” with Jesus, God the Son. He came to be 
our Savior and now we are on this journey with Him 
the rest of our days here on this earth.  
  

So how can that make this New Year different? Well, 
the greatest security we can have comes from God. 
He alone can say, “I will never leave you, I will never 
forsake you. (Hebrews 13: 5) I will be with you until 
the end of the age”. (Matthew 28:20)  
  

For Jesus to say those words and 
know He plans to keep them is the 
greatest sense of security one can 
have. That goes way beyond 
“religion” to a personal relationship 
with Someone much more powerful 
than we are! 
  

I ask you to do something “different” 
as you begin the New Year. Write 
the alphabet letters from A to Z. 

Then find as many characteristics, attributes for each 
letter that you can about Jesus. C for Counselor, R for 
Rock, U for Unchanging, S for Savior and on you go. 
Use your Bible, use a Hymnal and Praise Songs to find 
more. Then try to find scripture verses in the Old or 
New Testaments that go with that attribute or 
characteristic. Check out that particular 
characteristic / word in a concordance. After that, 
take one a day and meditate on that one letter and 
what you found. Ask some questions. What does it 
say about God / Jesus? What does it say to me? What 
difference will believing this make in my life? What is 
God saying to me today as I listen to Him? 
God says in His Word that if we draw near to Him, He 
will draw near to us. That, my friends, talks about 
relationship!  
 
It’s 2020, and we do not know what lies ahead. But 
we know Someone Who does know what lies ahead. 
That’s for the letter A by the way: all-knowing!  
May this be a different kind of New Year as you open 

your heart to the Great Creator Who came to be our 

Savior. May this be the greatest year for you as you 

begin this awesome adventure with Jesus! 

   

A Different Kind of New Year-2020                Lois Schalk-Hartley 
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Our Moscow Missionaries 
 

It was wonderful to have Chris and Sue Champion join us at the November Thursdays-to-Gather dinner. The 
Champions, who retired at the end of December, were visiting churches who’d supported their mission work 
and sharing their story to encourage congregations to continue support of global missions in addition to pro-
jects in the local community. 
 
Chris and Sue spent 12 1/2 years in Moscow, ministering to the community and founding The English Connec-
tion.  In only three years' time, the school became a self-sustaining business providing educational opportuni-
ties to students from elementary age to senior citizens and connecting the community to the Moscow Theo-
logical Seminary of the United Methodist Church.  The seminary provides training for students from across 
the Eurasian continent.  Chris said the Protestant movement in Russia is very small - less than 2% of the pop-
ulation.  During their time in Moscow, several of their students and families in the neighborhood came to 
know Christ. 
 
The Champions left this note to share with our congregation: 
 
THANK YOU Cheviot UMC for your prayers and partnership over these many years!!  We know that God is 
using you to have an impact on this world. 
Please continue to pray for The English Connection School, that it can survive and grow and be of help to the 
Seminary in Moscow.  And please pray for the growth of the Church in Eurasia and for more workers for this 
huge area of the world! 
 
Rev. 7: 9-10  After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb.  And they cried 
out in a loud voice:  “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 
 

Sue Kindervater 

Hearts and Hammers 
 
The Hearts and Hammers ministry of CUMC was very active in 2019.   
We installed ramps, railings, downspouts, and vents, we painted, sanded, and 
scrapped, chopped down bushes and weeds, and replaced sod. What a 
wonderful feeling it is to help those in need, but in the Cheviot Community and 
the CUMC Family. 
 
Many thanks to those who made drawings, bought supplies, measured and re-measured, sanded and painted 
ahead of the project, worked beyond the projected time and date. 
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Thank you to all those who gave their Saturday to work at Matthew 25 to help celebrate my 89th birthday. A 
witness of over 100 family and friends to support an area of God's plea for his people to go into the world to 
serve the Lord with gladness was overwhelming.  Words are too limited to express my feelings of gratitude. 
With much love,  
Chuck Cummings 

On behalf of the Johannes family: 
We would like to thank you so much, you have been a blessing to our family by doing some much needed 
repairs so we could make it through the winter safely. You have really warmed and softened our hearts 
with the pounding of your hammers. Everyone of you did amazing work! You have let your lights shine 
throughout our community. We want to thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 
God bless you all! 
Sincerely, 
The Johannes Family 

Dear Friends, 
It was so good to receive Thanksgiving blessings from my church family and I enjoyed reading the 
family’s names. I am not able to attend services there but follow what is going on in the Crossbeams.  
I attend Sunday School and chapel services here at Twin Towers. 
I also appreciated the greeting from JAM. 
Sincerely, 
Evelyn Widner 

A very sincere thank to the entire congregation for all of the prayers, love, support, cards, meals, gift cards 
and everything else that you have done to support Tom, Ella and I through this roller coaster ride of health 
crises. A special thank you to the Hearts and Hammers group and all who participated in building the most 
fantastic ramp ever to get Tom in and out of the house. It has made getting Tom out to appointments much 
easier. We are not sure where this journey is taking us with Tom’s health, but know that we can trust God 
that His best plan will prevail. We are beyond blessed to have such an awesome church family. Please con-
tinue to keep us in your prayers.  
Kim, Tom and Ella Green 

From the Youth Group! 
1) We are so grateful to be a part of such a generous congregation! Thanks to everyone who supported 

our Cookie Sale on 12/15. We raised over $650 to help pay for our Winter Retreat February 14-16th. 
Keep an eye out for more details to come in the new year! We greatly appreciate your thoughts, pray-
ers and donations! 

2) We are blessed to have a church family that cares so much about  
others. We worked with Women’s Ministries to write positive messages to send to the women and 
families who are a part of the Change Court! We also donated baby items for two of the women ex-
pecting new additions. We are thankful for the opportunity to spread joy, hope, love and peace to oth-
ers as we learn about and celebrate Advent. 
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Worship Schedule 

 

Cheviot United Methodist Church Contact Info 

Carrie Jena, Pastor  .................     pastorcarrie123@gmail.com  

Lois Schalk-Hartley, Assoc. Pastor  ............... awriter@fuse.net  

Church Office/Prayer Requests  .......... office@cheviotumc.com  

Katie Golek & Ashley Rhodes, Youth Ministry

 ....................................................... youth@cheviotumc.com  

Greg Goodwin, Contemporary Worship Leader,  
                                              Gpgoodwin7.gg@gmail.com  

Juanita Woodburn, Flower Orders  .. flowers@cheviotumc.com  

Carol Gangwer, Choir  .............................. cgangwer@fuse.net  

Marcia Lucas, Bells  ......................... mslucas@zoomtown.com  

Anne Schummer, Children/Youth Choir/Bells  . piano@fuse.net  

Lynn Krebs, Facilities  .......................... lynn@cheviotumc.com  

Event Promotions  ............. communications@cheviotumc.com  

Our vision is to connect and serve all people so that lives are transformed and empowered through the love of Christ. 

9:10 a.m.  
Traditional Worship—Sanctuary  

 
10:20 a.m.  

Bible Studies (All Ages)  
 

11:15 a.m.  
Contemporary Worship—Fellowship Hall  

Non-Profit Organization 

 


